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EDITORIAL
Thank you to those who submitted articles for this edition. Can I ask for more
for the next issue, perhaps family stories about Wigston people? Did your
ancestor run a business in Wigston, let us have your stories and photographs
if you have them. We would also welcome member’s views on local and
national matters which affect our daily lives.
The mystery object in the photograph in the last issue was in Bell Street
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will take place on
WEDNESDAY 4 MAY AT 7.30PM
At Age UK Oadby and Wigston, Maple Room
Paddock Street, Wigston LE18 2AN
After the business meeting there will be a presentation of
commendation awards and a presentation
by the ‘20 Century Society’
Refreshments will be available

ANNUAL PUBLIC ILLUSTRATED LECTURE
The annual lecture will take place on
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER AT 7.30PM
AT SOUTH WIGSTON HIGH SCHOOL
St Thomas Rd, South Wigston LE18 4TA
The lecture will be by
JOHN STEVENSON
“THE RAILWAYS OF WIGSTON JUNCTION
FROM 1840 TO TODAY”
Please note the date in your diary
More details in the Autumn edition.
Places are limited and so it is advisable that you contact Colin
Towell on 07813 782899 or email cftowell@aol.com. Admission
is £3.00 including light refreshments. It is hoped that we will
maintain our record and have another full house for our annual
lecture. Please be aware that the lecture is open to the public,
so please tell your friends, relations and neighbours.
PARKING ON-SITE

FRACKING – ARE WE ‘BOVVERED?’

I think we should be. Fracking – the fracture and hydraulic extraction of oil and gas
from shale beds half a mile or more below ground – has serious planning
implications and potential environmental risks.
Planning Issues:






The time limit for a planning application for exploratory drilling is 16
weeks, in which to investigate much more complex and long-term issues than
are needed for a housing or business use application (8 weeks). Also Blaby
Council, for instance, has been penalised by the government for exceeding
the 8-week limit for ordinary applications.
If the local authority refuses planning permission, the government inspector
can step in and overrule the decision.
What happened to local
democracy?
The government is offering financial inducements to cash-strapped local
authorities to comply.

Environmental Risks:





Pollution of underground water and the water table by the chemicals used.
Earth tremors – these have increased in the Blackpool area where fracking
already takes place.
Neither pollution nor earth tremors are respecters of local authority
boundaries.
Burning gas flares for 3 months whilst testing the gas (mostly methane, a
greenhouse gas) to see if it is suitable for use.

More local concerns:





Increase in traffic, particularly heavy lorries and drilling equipment.
Noise from drilling and increased traffic.
Effect on local house prices.
National Parks, etc. – originally the government said it would protect these,
but now permission has been given to drill outside the Parks and horizontally
under them. What is the status of Bradgate Park? Brocks Hill?

So far, Cuadrilla et al have not applied to prospect in a Wigston field, but licences to
explore for shale gas are only 15 miles away in Loughborough and North
Charnwood. As a Society concerned to make Wigston a better place to live work
and shop in, I think we should become informed about the planning and
environmental issues, and be prepared.
Maureen Waugh

WINGS OF PEACE MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
SIX POLISH AIRMEN WHO DIED AFTER THEIR PLANE CRASHED IN WIGSTON
ON 4 FEBRUARY 1946
It has become an annual event, established many years ago, for the children of All
Saints Church of England Primary School to hold a memorial service to remember
the six Polish airmen who died when their Lancaster bomber crashed near to the
original school, (now the L and R Record Office) on 4 February 1946. This year is
the 70th anniversary of that event. Clearly the war had ended and it was concluded
that the aircraft, which was on a training flight from an airfield in Lincolnshire,
crashed as result of a lightning strike.
Many local people recall the day vividly and there are several pieces of wreckage
and other information on display in the school. There is also a small memorial
garden and tree and this year a flag pole has been erected.
A large number of visitors assembled at the memorial garden for the service led by
the Revd Canon Peter Mackintosh. Also present were the Chairman of the County
Council and his wife, the Mayor of Oadby and Wigston, Alderman Duncan Lucas,
WO Barry Tanswell from RAF Wittering and Officers and Cadets from Welbeck
College who provided the bugle performance and the flag ceremony. The guests of
honour were the niece of one of the airman, Zofia Mikula-Rang and Peter Mikula.
The event commenced outside with the act of remembrance including a two-minute
silence and a salute to the Polish Flag. The children laid two wreaths There followed
the unveiling of a new plaque inside the school by Mrs Mikula–Rang. We then were
treated to a delightful Collective Worship in the school hall by the children who acted
out the fateful day in the form of a radio news report and a splendid rendition of the
Polish National Anthem and other hymns. There were inspirational speeches by WO
Tanswell and Mr Mikula.
The Head Teacher, Mrs Marshall, thanked everyone for attending and invited the
visitors to tea and sandwiches in the Lancaster Lounge.
This was a very moving occasion and we should be very proud of the pupils and
appreciative of the work put in by the staff. It is one of those events that the children
will remember for the rest of their lives, just as those do who were there on the day
the crash happened.
Colin Towell

Lancaster Memorial Website
www.allsaintsprimary.com/lancaster-memorial

ABINGTON HOUSE

Abington House is one of the two great houses on Station Road owned by Victorian
Solicitors practising in Leicester. They probably located themselves there because of
the convenience of the railway station to ease their journey into their offices in
Leicester. The other, more well-known house, was Bushloe House which later
became the offices of Wigston Urban District Council and now Oadby and Wigston
Borough Council. Bushloe House was owned by (but not built by) Hiram Abiff
Owston.
Abington House is on the opposite side of Station Road slightly to the west and well
set back from the road sandwiched between the former Bushloe and Guthlaxton
schools and well known to students of those schools in the early days of their
existence. Indeed, it was the grounds of Abington House on which the schools were
built in the 1950s Abington House itself was built in about 1862 by Thomas Ingram
and he lived there until he died in 1909.
Both Mr Owston and Mr Ingram were highly respected solicitors, public spirited men
and benefactors.
Towards the end of 2015 it became known that a planning application was being
submitted to build new premises behind Bushloe School to replace the existing
Birkett House School on Launceston Road. The application involved the demolition
of Abington House which is listed as a building of local significance, but is NOT on
the Heritage England list of protected buildings.
In view of the importance of Abington House as the only remaining stone built house
in Wigston and because of its importance in local history, it was decided to submit an
application to Heritage England to have it listed.
Unfortunately, notification was received early in the New Year that the application
had not been successful because of the high number of similar buildings throughout
the country. However, the building continues to be on the local ‘Significant’ list.
The original application was in fact withdrawn and a new application has recently
been submitted. The new application avoids the demolition of Abington House and
the objections to its demolition are noted in the documents accompanying the new
application. However, there are concerns about the number of trees that will be
destroyed and objections will be made about this.
The Greater Wigston Historical Society’s archive contains much material about the
creation of Abington House and its owner Thomas Ingram. There is a Blue Plaque
erected in his name on the House, it is currently used as education offices by the
County Council’s music and arts departments, a day nursery and a residential flat.
Colin Towell

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

There is something about a tree lined drive or a woodland walk. Is it the relaxed
atmosphere away from everyday bustle? Do we have such value in the trees of
Wigston? Some years ago roads into Wigston were much greener than now. Most of
the trees were in front gardens. So often now these front gardens are bare parking
areas with perhaps only a dividing green hedge remaining.
Trees which may have been growing for tens of years take only minutes to fell.
Felled for reasons of development, causing shade, autumn leaf drop, overhanging
branches or the danger of falling. Yet a hectare of mixed forest can remove 15
tonnes of particulates in a year. How valuable this could be in our urban Wigston!
We have insufficient trees for this to happen here. The protection of trees by Tree
Preservation Orders (TPOs) or Conservation Areas is of questionable value.
Replacement and increase is what is required in Wigston.
Good tree areas here are Saffron Road, Station Road, the cemetery and Brocks Hill.
Brocks Hill with its 15,000 trees is a much appreciated woodland area. In 16 years
these trees have grown from whips to medium height. It is much used by inner City
groups of school children. Also by walkers and joggers and perhaps it is most used
by dogs who take their owners for a daily walk.
Here in Wigston in private gardens and public spaces there is ample room for tree
planting. Trees do have a life so what are we doing to ensure more trees for the
future.
Should we not start now to improve Wigston’s environment?
Colin Hames

MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH – WHERE IS IT?

ANSWERS TO THE EDITOR PLEASE

WIGSTON SHOPS
I am sure that all Wigston residents and those who visit for shopping have many
different feelings about the closure of the Co-op and Post Office in Bell Street. Feelings
of sadness, annoyance, anger, frustration, disappointment, bewilderment, perhaps
even couldn’t care less, will abound. I suspect that we often ask the question: why?
Why have the Co-op closed the store and why have the Post Office apparently taken
so little action to find a new home after being evicted from the Co-op.
Both organisations have done little to encourage the local residents and their
customers to remain loyal by not giving adequate explanations for the closures. The
Post Office was quoted in one article in the Mercury on 9 January 2016 as saying that
‘we are working hard to keep any period of closure to a minimum and we are currently
investigating options’, it was acknowledged that the Post Office knows that it is
important that its customers have continued access to post office services in Wigston.
Hollow words when customers, many of whom may not have their own transport, need
now to travel to Launceston Road, South Wigston, Rosemead Drive or Welford Road to
find a fully functioning Post Office. Perhaps if it had started work on finding a
replacement when the Co-op first made public its intention to close the Bell Street store
early in 2015, then we might have a counter to go to now.
It could be said that there is not a shop of the right size into which the Post Office could
fit. Suggestions were made to the Council that it could encourage shopkeepers to move
premises so that two adjacent empty units could be knocked into one, so far this has
not been taken up.
The Co-op said merely that ‘the store is losing money and this was likely to get worse’.
It had previously closed the homeware and furniture departments and for some
unknown reason installed a food store when there are two other major supermarkets
close by and a further small Co-op at a nearby petrol station.
So Wigston’s main shopping street is blighted by a large empty shop with (15 February)
the lights blazing and the windows not covered so that we can all see the huge empty
space inside. Could the Co-op be persuaded to cover the windows with sunny travel
pictures?
These are the thanks that the people of Wigston get for supporting a hot bed of the Coop movement for many a long year with specialist Co-op shops in Long Street, Moat
Street as well as Bell Street itself. Does the Co-op own the Bell Street site and what
are its intentions for it, sell it as it is, lease it to another retailer as it is (we hear that
Dunelm are NOT now to occupy the shop), split it into smaller units for letting, and/or
turn the upper floor into residential units? Indeed, the recently consulted upon ‘Local
Development Order’ contained three options for the central area of Wigston which all
provided for flats to the upper floor. However not all is doom and gloom and we have a
civic duty to be optimistic and support change. A survey in 2014 showed that there are
131 shop units (counting the Co-op and Post Office as 6 units) in Bell Street, Leicester
Road and The Parade. There were 7 empty units or 5.3%, not a bad rate. Of these two
remain empty.

Obviously others have closed and reopened since but at the present time there is
evidence of three new shops that are about to open:




Penny’s Florists is to be a Cheesecake Shop.
The Tanning Shop on Leicester Road has opened as a ‘Post and Package’
shop, (apparently a sort of post office).
The former DK Diamond clothes shop on the north side on Bell Street has
opened as a sweet shop.

Shops (apart from the above) which are empty at present are:
 Leicester Road: former Harrison Murray estate agents; former cake shop;
former amusement arcade; former Bride shop now changed to a computer
shop.
 Bell Street: Heard’s Butchers; former Co-op Chemist/Former Co-op and Post
Office (6 units).
 The Parade: former Fishmongers; former Creative Curtains.
These amount to 14 units or 10.6%, the Co-op making a huge difference.
However, we are a community not just a shopping centre and there is an enormous
number of clubs, societies, faith groups, children’s nurseries/play groups, elderly
persons, cultural, sporting and environmental activities going on at all times. These,
as well as the shopping facilities, make a community. Wigston is a big community,
perhaps some would say it’s so big that it’s actually many individual communities,
but we must work together to make Wigston a better place in which to live, work and
visit.
So let us make sure that even if we have some empty shops, we support all that
there is going on underneath the visible exterior and keep our community alive. Our
town will not die.
Colin Towell
USEFUL LOCAL WEBSITES
Greater Wigston Historical Society:
Leicestershire & Rutland Family
History Society:
Leicestershire Record Office:
Oadby & Wigston Council:
South Wigston Shopping:

www.wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk
www.lrfhs.org.uk
www.leics.gov.uk/record_office.htm
www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
www.southwigstonshopping.com

SOUTH WIGSTON STATION

The new station on the Leicester to Birmingham line, below the bridge on Kenilworth
Drive, was opened on 12 May 1986. The new station replaced the old Glen Parva
Station the other side of the Saffron Road bridge and was created after a long
campaign by the Friends of South Wigston station. The new station is somewhat
unusual in so far as the two platforms are not opposite each other and in fact are
about 100 yards apart each side of the Kenilworth Road bridge.
Recently the bridge was repaired and raised to allow higher goods trains to pass
under it. In the process the plaque which recorded its opening in 1986 was lost and
the Civic Society has obtained permission from the County Council who own the
bridge to fix a replacement. However, no funding came with this permission and so
the Society made a bid to the South Wigston Residents Forum for £400. After the
South Wigston Chamber of Trade and Commerce agreed to fund half of the cost, the
forum agreed to fund the other half.
Fortunately, there are photographs of the opening ceremony in 1986 and so the
exact words can be used on the replacement plaque. An additional plaque recording
the fact that the Society has arranged the replacement and the sources of funding
will also be fixed to the parapet of the bridge.
A formal unveiling will take place on the 30th anniversary on 10 May 2016 at a time to
be confirmed but probably 11am. Members of the Society, the Friends and the
Chamber are invited to attend along with members of the public.

WIGSTON REMEMBERS

Many Members and friends attended the Wigston Remembers evening at Abington
School on 31 October last year. This was a joint project with the Greater Wigston
Historical Society and the Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society. We
heard excellent contributions from Banjo Des, the Harmonics Choir, Dave Andrews
and Robin Jenkins all on WWI themes. There was audience participation with some
well-known war time songs and the evening concluded most poignantly with a DVD
about the Menin Gate Memorial and the Last Post.
Many hours were spent by the organising group and other helpers to bring the event
to a very satisfactory conclusion. There was a greater attendance than was expected
which resulted in more profit than expected and so after some deliberation between
the organisations it was decided to retain £100 each so that the balance of £202.15
could be donated to the RBL Poppy Appeal, this was in addition to the £83.81 that
was collected from poppy sales on the night. Many thanks are offered to all helpers
and to the audience.

OADBY AND WIGSTON CIVIC ORCHESTRA

This year the Orchestra celebrates its 50th season and a golden anniversary concert
took place 50 years to the day (apart from one day) on 6 February 2016. Many
orchestras have been in existence for a lot longer than half a century but what
makes our ‘Civic Orchestra’ unique is that the same man has conducted more or
less each of the four or five concerts per season for every one of the 50 years, that’s
nearly 250 concerts. That man is Keith Smith.
Keith was born towards the end of the war and was brought up in South Wigston
where he was well known as a boy treble, he sang in All Saints church choir and can
well recall the overwhelming power of the incense used at services at that time. He
was educated at Kibworth Grammar School and received piano and violin lessons
and played the latter in the Leicestershire County and National Youth Orchestras. He
continued his education at Leeds University, the Royal College of Music and Surrey
University.
His first job was as music teacher at Guthlaxton College (now Wigston College) and
while there he was asked to form and conduct the first concert of the then called
Wigston Civic Orchestra. He went on to teach at Banbury School and then to work
as Staff Conductor for Hampshire County Council where his Southampton Youth
Orchestra went on to perform worldwide. Keith has conducted Leicester Symphony
Orchestra, Leicester Philharmonic Society Chorus, the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony and many other orchestras internationally. He
continues to adjudicate at music festivals throughout the country.
The first concert in 1966 was at the suggestion of the well-known late Councillor Don
Mobbs and took place in Bushloe School (now combined with Abington School as
Wigston Academy). Although the first concert was by a small string ensemble, this
was soon joined by the full range of instruments so that the repertoire could be
widened. There was, and still is, a policy of inviting promising young players to
perform solos and many of these musicians have gone on to international careers.
The original local authority funding faded out in the 1990s but the orchestra
continues to provide first class performances, mostly at Guthlaxton, but occasionally
at St Thomas’ in South Wigston and in Oadby. There are annual Viennese and ‘last
night of the proms’ concerts as well as theme concerts where well established and
modern masterpieces are performed.
The next concerts are on Saturday 9 April at Wigston College and on 11 June at a
venue to be advised.
By Colin Towell, taken from the Golden Jubilee Concert programme notes.

See The Orchestra Website:
www.owco.org.uk

PLANNING BRIEFS

The Pochins Bridge Road development nears completion but we are still looking at
improved access using existing footpaths. The position regarding the proposed
pavilion also needs to be clarified.
The proposals for a housing development on land off Newton Lane and industrial
development near to the A5199 at Kilby Bridge have recently received outline
planning permission (this has been confirmed on the weekly sheets but it is
understood that the actual permission has not been signed off). A proposal for
changing the phasing of the Newton Lane traffic lights is NOT now going ahead,
although some alterations will be made to the kerb lines to comply with the S106
requirements for the scheme. The Oadby and Wigston Fieldworkers have walked the
fields to be developed once and will do so again this spring, some interesting finds
were recorded.
At Moat Street, work to the housing element is progressing again.
The new owners of the Europa Building on Newton Lane have been carrying out
maintenance works including installing new windows. In Paddock Street, the former
Belvoir Knitwear factory is well on the way to conversion to flats and is beginning to
look very smart.
The re-emergence of Canal Street in South Wigston continues with work going on at
the former Oldershaws yard and keen interest being shown in the Hat and Cap
factory better known as the Pigeon Factory (pictured below).
The site at the end of Kirkdale Road is coming on well and the Society has submitted
ideas for road names to the Council.
Generally speaking, there are many more
applications for the Oadby area than there are for
Wigston and South Wigston, however a keen eye
has to be kept on the weekly lists for infill
applications such as that recently seen for Repton
Road.

The Newton Lane traffic lights were re-phrased
during the week commencing 21 March, making it
safer to turn right from Newton Lane and Moat
Street.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT ORDERS (LDOs)

Over Christmas (during a holiday period!!) O&W B C held a public consultation on its
proposals for LDOs for areas of the town centres in each of Oadby, Wigston and
South Wigston. LDOs together with a design guide, if approved, give developers the
opportunity to go ahead with redeveloping a specific approved area as long as the
proposed redevelopment conforms to the LDO itself and the design guide that goes
with it without applying for outline or detailed planning permission.
The Society responded to the consultation for Wigston and South Wigston which
closed on 22 January. A full planning application was then made by the Council on
19 February with the design guide being issued separately a few weeks later. The
design guide (supposedly) takes into account submissions made during the
consultation.
In Wigston the area under consideration is mainly the Paddock Street car park, the
Co-op shop and warehouse and the land behind them, and the existing gym. The
area excludes Boots and the adjacent row of shops including the older buildings at
the end of Bell Street, the Two Steeples pub and the Pilates Centre.
It is likely that a new gym will be included in the development along with housing of
various sorts and the Co-op may be converted to smaller units with living
accommodation over. There will be some loss of car parking which will have to be
made up elsewhere in the town centre.
In South Wigston the site involved is less controversial as it is the existing Arriva bus
garage. The LDO provided for a variety of housing and a medical centre.
Each LDO contains three examples of layouts that a developer may wish to use. The
Society is very concerned about the concept of a developer not needing to apply for
planning permission and about the possible loss of car parking spaces in Paddock
Street. However, the concept of LDOs is Government policy to encourage the
creation of housing development on brownfield town centre areas and to speed up
the redevelopment process. Councils will be designated as underperforming if they
do not put LDOs into place.
The Society will be commenting on the applications.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will take place on
WEDNESDAY 4 MAY AT 7.30PM
At Age UK Oadby and Wigston, Maple Room
Paddock Street, Wigston LE18 2AN

TWO STEEPLES WALK

The ‘Two Steeples Walk’ was established by Civic Society members, Mary Essinger
and Colin Hames as a Millennium project. It is a ten-mile circular (nearly) walk
starting at St Wistans church passing along the Meres and then through Newton
Harcourt, Wistow, Kilby, Kilby Bridge, Double Rail Lock, Rally Bridge and through
Little Hill estate and finishing at All Saints Church.
A splendid leaflet was written to help walkers get the most from their walk, this was
later re-published in full colour by the County Council. The walk was waymarked to
avoid getting lost.
Over the last few years this established walk has become underused, some of the
waymarks have disappeared and stocks of the leaflet have become low. It is
available, however, to download from the Society website:

www.wigstoncivicsociety.org.uk
There is a move to revive the walk and to help with this initiative it is proposed that a
launch event takes place on Wednesday 1 June, this is St Wistans Day. There will
be a mass send off by a local dignitary at about 10 am, perhaps with music, a
blessing and bells. This is in half term week and it is an opportunity for families to get
out together and stretch their legs.
It is recognised that some people will not wish to walk the whole 10-mile route and it
is easily broken down into 3 sections, of just over 3 miles each with suitable
refreshment facilities/parking spaces at the end of each section. Transport can be
arranged to get walkers to and from their starting/finishing places.
There are many established walking groups that already have their
programmes established for 2016, but it is hoped that there will be plenty of
supporters to make a big splash on the relaunch day. Watch out for posters
and put the date in your diary now:

I June 2016.

ARE YOU RESEARCHING YOUR WIGSTON
OR OADBY FAMILY HISTORY?

The Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society have released their new
index CD of Oadby and Wigston baptisms 1700-1921 containing 16,656
records. The index contains:
WIGSTON MAGNA ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH baptism register has been
recorded and indexed from 1700 to 1921 – a total of 221 years and 9,711
baptisms.
OADBY ST PETER’S CHURCH baptism register has been recorded and
indexed from 1701 to 1921 – a total of 220 years and 4,928 baptisms.
GLEN PARVA & SOUTH WIGSTON ST THOMAS’ CHURCH baptism register
has been recorded and indexed from 1887 to 1921 – a total of 34 and 2,017
baptisms.
Included are two combined indexes - surname / forename and surname /
parents, with a total of 16,656 baptisms.
This CD contains the names of children or adults baptised, their parents (if
given) and surname, plus date, year, microfiche reference and register number
(if any). It is not a transcription, does not include any birth dates or additional
information.
The original registers should be consulted for confirmation of details. They can
be seen at the Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland Record Office.
The CD costs £8.50 (£10.50 by post) or also available by download straight
to your computer for £8.99. The CD requires a Windows based computer
(including Windows 10) and Internet Explorer/Edge and Microsoft Excel to view
the data. (Free Excel Viewer provided on the CD)
Available locally from 0116 2884638
By post from LRFHS Publications at: www.lrfhs.org.uk/onlinecdsales.htm
By Download at: www.lrfhs.net
SAMPLE OF THE DATA CONTAINED ON THE CD
DATE

YEAR

FORENAME OF BAPTISED

SURNAME

PARENTS

8-May

1887

ALBERT

PAGE

JOHN & MARY ELLEN

17-May

1887

HAROLD

HODGKINSON

HENRY & ALICE

29-May

1887

JAMES HENRY

BASS

JAMES HENRY & JANE

