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REFUSE AND RECYCLING CONSULTATION
February / March 2017

LET’S TALK ABOUT RUBBISH
We want your thoughts on refuse
and recycling

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council is having to review the way it collects
waste and we want your thoughts to help us make an informed choice on
any changes that we may have to introduce.

Please turn to pages 22-24 to complete the refuse and recycling survey.

Refuse and recycling Bank Holiday arrangements
COLLECTION DAY

REVISED COLLECTION DAYS

Friday 14 April
Good Friday

No collection

Refuse, recycling and textiles - Friday 21 April*, Glass and cooking oil – Friday
28 April, Garden waste – Thursday 13 April

Monday 17 April
Easter Monday

No collection

Glass and cooking oil – Tuesday 18 April, Garden waste – will be collected
between Tuesday 18 April and Friday 21 April

Monday 1 May
May Day

No collection

Glass and cooking oil – Monday 15 May, Garden waste – will be collected
between Tuesday 2 May and Friday 5 May

Monday 29 May
Spring Bank Holiday

No collection

Glass and cooking oil – Monday 12 June, Garden waste – will be collected
between Tuesday 30 May and Friday 2 June

Monday 28 August
Summer Bank Holiday

No collection

Glass and cooking oil – Monday 11 September, Garden waste – will be collected
between Tuesday 29 August and Friday 1 September

*Will be a double collection which is 6 black bags and unlimited recycling bags.

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire LE18 2DR T: 0116 288 8961 F: 0116 288 7828

Upcoming Election

Community Safety Partnership

Leicestershire County Council
Elections on May 4, 2017

Community safety – Your input counts

Elections for Leicestershire County Council will be held on
Thursday May 4, 2017. To vote in this election your name
must be included on the register of electors. If you are
already registered a poll card will be sent to you towards
the end of March.

The Oadby & Wigston Community Safety Partnership (CSP) launched their annual survey in the Winter edition of
Letterbox.
Since then, at the time of writing this article, 169 people have taken the time to complete the survey and provide the
CSP with valuable data on crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.

If you have recently moved or your personal details
have changed you will need to re-register to be able to
vote in this election. You can apply online via
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote, or by calling 0116 288 8961.

About the Community Safety survey

The data collected through the survey informs the CSP on where the resources they oversee and the funding they
receive each year from Leicestershire’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Lord Willy Bach, are best allocated in order
for partners, including: Oadby & Wigston Borough Council, Leicestershire Police, Leicestershire Fire and Rescue
Service and the Youth Offending Service, to provide the best possible service to the community by tackling the issues
respondents highlighted.

If you are unable to cast your vote in person on the day
of the election you can apply for a postal vote up until
5pm on Tuesday April 18. Alternatively, you can appoint
another registered elector to vote on your behalf (proxy
vote) up until 5pm on Tuesday April 25. Details about
the candidates standing for election will be published
on the Leicestershire County Council website at
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/election2017 as they become
available.

Survey results

At present the main concerns Borough-wide have been highlighted as being:
- Groups causing nuisance 		
(40% of respondents)

Oadby and Wigston veterans awarded the
prestigious Légion D’honneur
A medal presentation took place at the Oadby and Wigston
Council offices on Thursday January 19, 2017 for 5 local
servicemen in recognition of their bravery at the D-Day
landings on 6 June 1944.
The French government awards the Légion D’honneur to
D-Day veterans as a way of honouring those who risked
their lives to secure France’s liberation during the Second
World War. Established in 1802 by Napoléon Bonaparte,
it is France’s highest distinction which recognises both
military and civilian merit. On average, just 10 British
nationals per year receive this award.
The five local residents receiving the prestigious accolade
were Shipmate’s Fred Rolf, Derrick Smith, Richard Laland,
Jack Coughlin and Frank Evans. Jean-Claude Lafontane
from the French Consulate and the Mayor Of Oadby and
Wigston, Cllr Robert Eaton, presented the medals in the
presence of family, friends, the Royal Naval Association,
members of the local Sea Cadets and media.

The Treasurer of Wigston’s Royal Naval Association,
John Simpson, who completed the application
process and helped arrange the presentation,
commented, “It was an honour for me to be involved
in todays event which will be a very proud day in their
lives.
“To have taken part in such a vital historic battle
must have no doubt included some unpleasant
memories. However, due to their actions, and of other
servicemen, the younger generations of today will
hopefully never have to experience the horrors of
such a battle again.
“A sincere thank you must go out to the French
government for taking the time to arrange the
presentation of these awards.”
Mayor Robert Eaton, who opened the special
ceremony, said, “We did all we could to help
facilitate the hosting of this special occasion and
pay our respects to the immense acts of bravery
demonstrated. This is a very proud day not only for
our 5 veterans but the Borough as a whole.”
Shipmate Derrick Smith, one of the 5 medal
recipients, said, “I am proud to receive the honour
and it has been a very good day. It was a nice
touch to be awarded the medal by Jean Claude
and I enjoyed his words about our nation’s special
relationship.”
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- Littering or fly-tipping
(37% of respondents)
- Vandalism or graffiti
(37% of respondents)

The same concerns are reflected in the top three of each of the towns in the Borough and will go on to form part of the
CSP’s core delivery plans for 2017/18.
The survey has also highlighted that the majority (57%) of respondents feel ‘very safe’ or ‘safe’ in the Borough, with
just 13% feeling ‘unsafe’ or ‘very unsafe’ (see graph). This is a trend the CSP hopes to see continue and improve
across the Borough in 2017.

Concerns raised

Additionally, concerns raised through survey responses, such as: issues with inconsiderate parking, speeding vehicles
and street lighting have, where responsibility lies away from the CSP, been passed on to the responsible organisations,
such as Leicestershire County Council, for review.

How to get involved with the 2017 survey

This year’s annual survey can be found, alongside more information on the CSP, on Oadby and Wigston Borough
Council’s website at https://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/community_safety_partnership.
The survey will close on Friday March 31, 2017 so there’s still time to share your views with the CSP and contribute to
its delivery plan development. The full findings of the survey will also be presented here later in the year.

CommunityNews
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Stoughton House development and the
new Local Plan

Charity in the Borough

Goliath Developments Ltd
awarded OCS Certificate
of Excellence

The Rotary Club take on
Polio, with the help of
Beavers, Scouts and Cubs

The iconic Stoughton House was an unsightly office
block which had stood empty, at the junction of New
Street and the A6 in Oadby, for many years.

In November of last year the Wigston Rotary Club,
112th Leicester Beavers, Cubs and Scouts joined
forces to plant crocus corms at Little Hill School in
Wigston.

The Oadby Civic Society were excited to hear,
however, that planning permission had been
granted to Staniforth Architects on behalf of
Goliath Developments Ltd, for a Change of Use
to residential accommodation. After some much
needed TLC and refurbishment, Stoughton House is
now home to seventeen self-contained 1-2 bedroom
apartments and two penthouses.
The restoration works carried out by J.A.Ball Ltd
have given a new life to this building which now
sits comfortably in its environment. As a small
congratulations to the success of the project and to
all those involved in the restoration, the Oadby Civic
Society presented Goliath Developments Ltd. with a
‘Certificate of Excellence’ for a job well done.

Have your say on the
Borough’s emerging new
Local Plan
Between November and December last year, the
Council consulted with the public on the ‘preferred
options’ draft of an emerging Local Plan.
In a bid to engage with as much of the local
community as possible (in addition to the Council’s
regular engagement exercises) we held a series
of consultation events in locations throughout the
Borough, including: Tesco Superstore in South
Wigston, Parklands Leisure Centre in Oadby,
Wigston Farmers Market on Bell Street, and at the
Oadby Farmers Market on The Parade.
These new locations proved to be a great success
and the Council was able to engage with more of the
community on local planning matters. Subsequently,
we received an excellent number of consultation
responses from the public, as well as from key
stakeholders with a vested interest in the Borough of
Oadby and Wigston.
The Council is now taking stock of the comments
that were received and are busily preparing the next
consultation draft of the new Local Plan that will be
consulted on later in the year.
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The Chair of the Rotary Club’s International and
Foundation Committee also gave a talk about Polio
and the efforts made by the Rotary International to
eradicate the disease across the world.

Pictured: Society Chairman Peter Bliss presenting the
Certificate to Tim Price, Goliath Developments Ltd in the
company of Mathew Ball and Simon Cretney, Staniforth
Architects and Adam Ball, J.A.Ball Ltd.

For further details, please visit the Council’s Local Plan
webpage at:
www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/new_local_plan or contact
the Planning Policy and Regeneration team on 0116 288
8961.
If you would like more information about the emerging
new Local Plan or to be notified about any upcoming
planning consultations, please email your details to
planningpolicy@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.

Part of a nationwide “Purple4Polio” planting
campaign, this event was led by the Rotary Clubs
of Wigston, Oadby and Oadby Launde, which saw
15,000 corms planted across the Borough. Some
corms were donated to the Friends of the Peace
Memorial Park in Wigston to be planted there too.

Fundraising with Marie Curie
Marie Curie is looking for a treasurer and volunteers in Oadby & Wigston to join
their local fundraising group.
Volunteer groups play a vital role in supporting local services by taking part in
national fundraising campaigns, such as: the Great Daffodil Appeal, Blooming
Great Tea Party and by getting creative within the community.
Joining your local group is a great way to raise funds for Marie Curie while also
meeting new people and having fun.
For more information or to find out how you could get involved, please contact
Sophie Wallace on 01332 204221, or email Sophie.wallace@mariecurie.org.uk.

Marie Curie support
If you have any questions about terminal illness, or are looking for support, Marie Curie is here to help you and your
family.
You can call the Marie Curie Support Line on 0800 090 2309 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm) or visit
http://mariecurie.org.uk/help.
You can also visit community.mariecurie.org.uk to share experiences and find 24 hour support.

CommunityNews
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Oadby and Wigston Lions Club
Father Christmas visits South Wigston
foodbank
The South Wigston foodbank, run by the Oadby & Wigston Lions Club, held its annual
Christmas foodbank event on December 19, 2016 where Father Christmas distributed
100 toys to children whose families use the foodbank.
The toys were donated by ‘Toys on the Table’, a Leicester-based charity, without whom
many local children would not have received a present at all.
Chris Huscroft, Coordinator for South Wigston Foodbank, commented:

“I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone
who donated to the foodbank during 2016. In the last three years we
have helped more than 550 local families and your donations are vital in
supporting those in food poverty in the Wigston area.”
Please consider donating a new toy to ‘Toys on the Table’ to help them to continue their good work.

Food collection by Oadby
& Wigston Lions Club

Introducing the ‘Lions
Copse’

Oadby and Wigston Lions Club would like to offer a
huge THANK YOU to residents of Fairfield Estate in
Wigston who donated tins and packets of food over the
Christmas period.

Members and friends of the Oadby & Wigston Lions
Club have recently braved the cold weather to plant
100 new trees at Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre
in Oadby. The trees, known as the ‘Lions Copse’,
commemorate the start of the Centenary year for
Lions International.

These donations were sorted and boxed before club
members delivered them to individuals and families in
the area who needed a little extra help over Christmas
and New Year’s. The Fairfield residents have helped the
Lions Club for over 30 years.

The Lions Club would like to personally thank Oadby
and Wigston Borough Council Park Warden, Jamie
Gould, for her expert advice and help with the project.

Christmas in South Wigston
Christmas Capers
South Wigston Chambers held their Christmas
Capers event on Saturday December 3, 2016
which was well attended by 1000’s of people from
across the Midlands.
The day provided lots of entertainment for guests,
including: an educational talk with three live
penguins, a full size running steam engine, music
organ, local bands, EAGA Gospel Choir, craft
and gift stalls, fun fair, birds of prey show and lots
more.
This annual event is one of the busiest nights of
the year for local traders in South Wigston with
many staying open later and offering special
discounts.
Christmas Capers was organised by Ruth, Rob
and Carl of the South Wigston Chambers, Oadby
and Wigston Borough Council and local sponsors:
Tesco, Hunters Estate Agents, Solid State UK and
Arriva Midlands.
Plans are already underway to make 2017’s
Christmas Capers bigger and better than ever,
so if you would like to get involved please email
swig.traders@gmail.com.
This year’s Christmas Capers will be held on
Saturday December 2, 2017.

South Wigston community Christmas meal
The annual South Wigston community Christmas meal, for residents over
the age of 60, was held on Saturday December 17, 2016 at St Thomas
Community Hall. Over 60 people attended the event, including Oadby and
Wigston Borough Council’s Lord Mayor Cllr Eaton.
This event is only possible due to funding from the Local Peoples
Programme Community Fund. One local resident who attended the
Christmas meal said, “It was a really well organised and the food
(Christmas dinner) was beautifully cooked and served. We had a small
glass of sherry on arrival and could help ourselves to Schloer and wine on
the table. There was a gospel choir for entertainment and we were all given
a free goodie bag and raffle ticket.”
A special thanks has been offered to St Thomas Church for hosting the event, Tesco South Wigston for providing food
and helpers, Solid State Party Warehouse for their donation of table linen and new South Wigston youth group, Step
Out, for serving the food and clearing tables.
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Activities for all

Dance theatre and Wigston Civic Society

Step Out Youth Group in
South Wigston

Dance theatre in your library
Oadby and Wigston’s libraries will be holding two
exciting dance performances in the Easter holidays,
called ‘Where the River Runs’.

Step Out is South Wigston’s newest youth group, which
runs a variety of activities and day trips for children
aged 6 to 16 years old with sessions such as: a ‘chill out
computer corner’ and a tuck shop for snacks. Children
between 6 and 8 years old must be accompanied by an
adult.

Set in an unknown place deep in the wilderness this is
a story filled with dance, comedy, acrobatics and music,
created by Full House and The Spark Arts for Children.

Where?

‘Where the River Runs’ will be showing on Monday
April 10, 2017 at the following times:

St Thomas Community Hall, South Wigston.

- Oadby Library - 10.30am - Contact 0116 305 8763
- Wigston Library - 3.30pm - Contact 0116 305 3689

When?

Mondays: 5.45pm – 7.30pm
Tuesdays: 5.45pm – 7pm
  

This performance is suitable for children aged 5 years
and over. Booking is essential and tickets cost £3 for
children and £2 for adults. You will need to visit the
library to pay in advance.

Cost?

The first night is free, then it’s just £1 per child, per night.
For more information please email
stepoutsouthwigston@gmail.com or follow us on
Facebook at /stepoutsouthwigston.

Oadby Library Shared
Reading Group
Do you find it hard to pick a good
book to read? Do you have difficulty
settling into a story? Not read anything
for ages? If this is you, then why not
come along to the Shared Reading
Group?
Accompanied by refreshments the group shares
stories and poems, as chosen by the leader, and
then discuss their thoughts with each other. Some of
the group have never understood short stories and
certainly not investigated poems since school but
they now have the opportunity to explore and connect
to the literature together. What’s more, there is no
homework and nothing to prepare.
The Shared Reading Group is very friendly and lighthearted and they would love for you to join them.
Sessions are free and you can come as often or as
little as you like, so why not give it a go?
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The Oadby Library Shared Reading Group meets every
Friday from 10.15am to 11.45am at Oadby Library.
For more information contact Oadby Library on 0116 305
3591 or email Sally at sally.white@leics.gov.uk.

Wigston Civic Society
heritage walk
As part of this year’s National Civic Day celebrations, the
Wigston Civic Society are inviting you to join them on an
organised heritage walk which will look at three aspects
of Wigston history:
- Conservation areas
- Significant historic buildings
- Blue plaques placed by the Civic Society
The walk will take place on Sunday April 30, 2017
starting at 10:30am and lasting for approximately 1.5
hours. The price is just £4 per person.
Participants will meet at Paddock Street and the walk
will end at the Framework Knitters Museum where hot
beverages will be served.

A note from the Wigston
Civic Society on front
gardens
Many residents decide to place block paving in their front
garden in order to provide more parking space and to
reduce garden maintenance. The Wigston Civic Society
would like you to bear the following in mind when making
changes to your front gardens:
- Try to leave a small area of soil and plant some easily
maintained greenery.
- If the area to be paved is more than 5 square metres,
you must apply for planning permission.
- The materials you use to pave must be at least semi-		
permeable, or allow rain water to drain away (not onto
a public footpath or roadway).

You can register your interest in this event either on the
Council website, via www.wigstoncivicsociety.org.uk
or by telephoning 0116 288 4638.

CommunityNews
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Oadby
and Wigston Borough Council
Changes
in circumstances

Do you receive Housing Beneﬁt
and/or Council Tax Support?
Then you must tell us immediately about any changes
to your circumstances that may affect your entitlement
Why must I tell you about changes?
• It is your legal duty
• So we can pay you the correct amount of beneﬁt
• We don’t want to pay you too little or too much

What happens if I don’t tell you?
If you are paid too much

The types of changes that you need to tell
us about include:• You or your partner stop claiming Income Support, Employment
and Support Allowance or Jobseekers Allowance

Resident information
Use of Council notice boards
The Council has 34 public notice boards spread throughout the Borough. The
now well established policy and practice for their use is that all of the notice
boards are available for local individuals and groups to display their own
community notices.
The following should not be displayed:
1) Political advertising
2) Political or social campaigning material
3) Business material or advertising
It is the responsibility of groups and individuals to put up their own notices and take them down again at the
appropriate time. For example, when a particular event has taken place.
The Council will check the notice boards on a regular basis and remove any items that should not be there.

Schedule of Council allied meetings

• You start work, change your job or change your hours
• You work any overtime or receive any commission or bonuses
• You change your home address

• Then you will have to pay this back

• Any change to you or your partner’s income, such as a wage
increase, a change in state beneﬁts or Tax Credits

• You may be prosecuted and ﬁned

• Your savings alter

If you are paid too little

• You stop receiving Child Beneﬁt for one or more of your children

• Then you will be receiving less money than you are entitled to

• Any of your children leave school

• Usually we can only backdate for a month so you could lose out

• Someone comes to live with you
• Someone who was living with you leaves
• There is a change in the income of someone who lives with you

What changes do I need to tell you about?

Most things
• The list on the right tells you what kind of changes we need to
know about
• But remember the list is not exhaustive and may not include
everything

If in doubt ask!

• Your rent changes and you are not a council tenant
• You get married or form a civil partnership, start living together
or living together as civil partners, or separate from a partner
• Any other change which might affect your beneﬁt

How can I report a change?
• There are several options available please use the one
most convenient for you
• Please note we may have to ask for additional information
You can
• Visit our website www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk and
use our online form or download a form to print off
and complete
• E-mail us at
• Visit our Customer Service Centre at Bell Street, Wigston
• Ring our Beneﬁt Team on 0116 288 8961 and choose
option 4 for Beneﬁts
• Use the form on our leaﬂet

TELL US!
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• Write to us at Oadby and Wigston Borough Council,
Council Ofﬁces, Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire,
LE18 2DR
• Use Leicestershire’s “Tell Us Once” scheme if you
are registering a birth or a death
www.leics.gov.uk/tellusonce

Order a garden waste bin
The garden waste collection service has now resumed.
Residents can still order their first green wheeled bin free of charge, though there will
be a one off charge of £25 for each wheeled bin you order after your first free one.
Garden waste will only be collected that is either in the green wheeled bin or in up to four sacks supplied by the
Council.
Please note that sacks must not weigh more than 7kg each or they will not be collected. We will collect either wheeled
bins or the reusable sacks from each household, but not a combination of the two.
You can apply for a garden waste bin via the following methods:
Online: www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/garden_waste_collection
Email: gardenbinrequest@oadby-wigston.gov.uk Telephone: 0116 288 8961
Write to or visit: OWBC Customer Service Centre, 40 Bell Street, Wigston, LE18 1AD

CommunityNews
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Emergency planning

Easter at Brocks Hill

Importance of Community Response Plans
There have been many news reports over recent months and years of communities affected by severe weather.
Have you ever stopped to think what it would be like if it happened in your local area? It’s important that we are not
complacent and think that it couldn’t happen to us.
It makes sense to prepare for the worst and there’s a lot that communities can do to make themselves more resilient.
A Community Response Plan brings together a group of residents and/or community leaders who can assess the
situation and agree how best to respond to incidents to limit the impact on their community. This might include
checking on neighbours, opening a village hall to provide shelter and/or hot meals, clearing snow and providing vital
information to emergency responders.
There is a toolkit and plan template on the LLR Prepared website to guide communities through the process of putting
a Community Response Plan together. You can find these at: www.llrprepared.org.uk/prepared-communities. It is
important that these plans are developed by the community in question, but support is available from your local Oadby
and Wigston Borough Council Resilience Officer who will also help you test your plan once it’s complete.
If you would like to express your interest in creating a plan or require assistance, please contact
llrprepared@leics.gov.uk or phone 0116 305 6101.

Monday
10 April
Amazing Animals
What a great experience
this is. Come for a close
encounter with a whole
host of animals from
around the world.

Tuesday
11 April
Crafts available to
purchase from
reception to take
home or make up
at Brocks Hill.

Think of the last time you heard about a large fire or a gas explosion in the
news. Now imagine the same thing happening to your business or where
you work. It may even happen to a neighbouring business that affects you
as you could be excluded from your premises for a long period of time whilst
the incident is dealt with, safety checks are made and repairs are completed.
What would you do? How would your business continue to deliver?
For this reason, it is of upmost importance to have a Business Continuity Plan.
Businesses become acutely vulnerable once they experience a disaster. The
statistics are difficult to substantiate but it is unquestionably the case that
a significant proportion of businesses fail to reopen following an incident.
Another percentage of businesses struggle on afterwards, only to end up
failing in the following months. The ability to respond quickly to protect
reputation and to resume operations is vital for the longer term recovery and
viability of your organisation.

Chicken Surprise
Surprises all round as you
make a ‘ﬁnd the egg’ game
and a chicken Easter
decoration that can hide
away an egg as a gift.

Suitable for children aged 3
years and over.

Suitable for children aged 4
years and over.

Times:
10:10 am to 11:00 am
11:10 am to 12:00 noon
12:10 pm to 1:00 pm

Times:
10:30 am to 11:30 am
11:45 am to 12:45 pm
Cost: £4 per child

Cost: £5.25 per person

Business continuity - What’s the big deal?

Wednesday
12 April

Easter Monday
17 April

Tuesday
18 April

Wednesday
19 April

Crafts available to purchase
from reception to take
home or make up at
Brocks Hill.

Crafts available to
purchase from
reception to take
home or make up
at Brocks Hill.

Stupendous sunﬂowers
It’s that time of year to plant
your sunﬂower seeds and
start growing your giant
wonders. Also sunﬂower
crafts to enjoy.
Suitable for children of all
ages.
Times:
10:30 am to 11:30 am
11:45 am to 12:45 pm
Cost: £4 per child

Thursday
13 April
Easter mobile
decoration
Using branches from the
Country Park, make an
Easter mobile and decorate
it with Easter eggs and
characters.

Good Friday
14 April

Saturday
15 April

Crafts available to
purchase from reception
to take home or make up
at Brocks Hill.

Easter Craft
Extravaganza
Celebrating locally
produced crafts and foods,
we invite you to join our
stall holders and try out
some of the crafts that
they sell.

Suitable for children aged 5
years and over.

Times:
10:30 am to 3:00 pm

Times:
10:30 am to 11:30 am
11:45 am to 12:45 pm

Cost: Free entry

Cost: £4 per child

Thursday
20 April
Busy Birds of Spring;
nest building
Explore the Country Park to
discover the birds that live
here. Learn about what
they eat, where they nest
and then make a nest of
your own.
Suitable for children of 5
years and over.

Friday
21 April

Saturday
22 April

Pondamonium
Come and join our ﬁrst
pond dip of the year to
see what wildlife treasures
can be found above and
below the water.

Crafts available to purchase
from reception to take
home or make up at
Brocks Hill.

Suitable for children of all
ages but 1-1 supervision
is required for under 5’s.

Times:
10:30 am to 11:30 am
11:45 am to 12:45 pm

Times:
10:10 am to 11.00 am
11.10 am to 12.00 pm
12:10 pm to 1:00 pm

Cost: £4 per child

Cost: £4 per child

LLR Prepared is a forum of emergency responders that work across Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland. Their website provides a wealth of advice and
toolkits to help businesses develop a Business Continuity Plan. Visit:
www.llrprepared.org.uk/prepared-businesses.
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Developing a plan and testing it works with your staff is the best way to be prepared for the worst. This is the only way
to safeguard your reputation, protect your customers, maintain supplier relationships and protect the livelihood of your
staff. Insurance often comes too late to protect these!

BOOKING DETAILS FOR EVENTS

If you would like further information on creating a Business Continuity Plan, please contact llrprepared@leics.gov.uk
or phone 0116 305 6101.

Unless otherwise stated, all events must be booked in advance through Brocks Hill Centre. Payment can
be made by card, cash or cheque. Children must be accompanied by an adult throughout the session,
unless otherwise stated. Sorry no refunds can be given.

National ‘Business Continuity Week’ is Monday 15 to Friday 19 May. Check out the LLR Prepared website for specially
themed resources and case studies during this time.

To book or for more information please telephone 0116 257 2888, email
informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or visit our website at www.brocks-hill.co.uk.

CommunityNews

Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ
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Volunteering

Brocks Hill News
Brocks Hill Garden Party

Celebrating Natural History and the Natural Environment
Sunday 4 June 2017 - 10:30am to 3:30pm
Fun and excitement for all the family
New features and activities for this year
together with Music in the amphitheatre,
Friends of Brocks Hill Birds, Bees &
Butterflies feature, crafts, Countryside
skills, Natural history and Environmental
groups, face painting and much more.

FREE ENTRY and PARKING
Feeling energised from your time in the Country Park? Joining in on the day
will be Parklands Leisure Centre, promoting health and wellbeing.
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, LEICESTER, LE2 5JJ
Telephone: 0116 257 2888, email: informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk,
visit: www.brocks-hill.co.uk

Volunteering drop-in session and
taster day
Would you like to learn new skills, make friends and have fun? Are you
looking for a way to improve your mental and physical wellbeing? Or are
you passionate about your local green spaces? Then we have volunteering
opportunities for you.
In 2015, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council was awarded a grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund. This grant, together with financial contributions
from the local Friends group, the Edith Murphy Foundation and the Council,
enabled the creation of the Natural Discovery Volunteer Development
Programme.
This programme aims to improve the Borough’s natural open spaces for
local people and improve lives by offering them the chance to get involved,
learn new skills and improve their mental and physical wellbeing. So far, the
programme has enabled us to buy new tools, protective equipment for our
volunteers and an electric van to transport tools and volunteers to our various
sites.

Volunteering opportunities

We currently have a large volunteer group based at Brocks Hill but we are
eager to develop groups at Fludes Lane (Oadby) and Pochin’s Bridge (South
Wigston). We welcome everyone, regardless of their ability, fitness and age.
As long as you are 18 or over you need no other skills as we provide you with
the necessary training. There are activities to suit everyone’s interests and
abilities. The tasks our volunteers carry out range from: wildlife surveys to
gardening, fixing fences to litter picking and much more.

How to get involved

We will be holding a volunteering drop-in session and taster day on
Wednesday April 5, 2017 from 10am until 3pm at Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre.

New beginnings at Brocks Hill

Come and speak to some of our current volunteers to find out what volunteering means to them and how it could
benefit you. You can have a go at some of the tasks our volunteers get involved in and we will even provide tea and
biscuits!

Brocks Hill Country Park has welcomed new Park Warden, Jamie Gould, who
will be working on-site and at other Borough-wide natural open spaces.

For more information or to get involved please contact Hollie Standall on 0116 257 2863 or email
hollie.standall@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.

With the help of the Grounds Maintenance team and volunteers we strive to
maintain the status of Brocks Hill as a Green Flag Award winning site and
work to maintain our other open spaces to a high standard.

Seasonal maintenance

In line with the Greening the Borough Strategy, we aim to improve the
environment and its biodiversity throughout the Borough, enhancing our
sites to benefit both wildlife and people.

Jamie Gould (Park Warden) and Hollie Standall
(Natural Discovery Volunteer)

We will undertake a range of seasonal tasks to manage and improve the diverse range of habitats. Over winter,
woodland management will involve tree thinning to improve the structure of the woods and the quality of individual
trees, with the resulting creation of log piles - an important wildlife habitat.
Throughout spring and summer, less invasive habitat management is carried out to allow our resident wildlife to forage
for food and breed. In late summer our grasslands and meadows are cut for hay and autumn heralds harvest time in
our community orchard.
The habitats of Brocks Hill are already starting to develop and will continue to support a range of wildlife as well as
providing a welcoming place to visit.
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For more information please contact Jamie Gould on 0116 257 2861 or email jamie.gould@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.

Come and celebrate with us!
Tuesday 6 June 11:00am to 2:00pm
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre
Meet representatives from over 20 local charities and organisations and find out how you can make a difference while
learning new skills. Make friends and have fun through volunteering.
For more information contact:
Dave Cliffe, VAL on 07977 015674, dave.c@valonline.org.uk, or visit www.valonline.org.uk
Alternatively contact Brocks Hill on 0116 2572 888, email
informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk, or visit www.brocks-hill.co.uk
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Get active
Parklands children’s Easter
Holiday Camps
Parklands Leisure Centre will be hosting its ever popular Holiday
Activity Camps throughout the Easter holidays with various sports
and activities, including: arts and crafts, a bouncy castle, swimming
and lots more.
The Easter Activity Camps run from:
Monday April 10 to Thursday April 13
Tuesday April 18 to Friday April 21
Prices start from as little £12.50 per day or £55 for a whole week.
Children aged 5-14 can be booked on for the day or the week and it
is highly recommended that you book in advance as spaces go fast.
Lunch can also be provided at a very reasonable cost.
For more details please call Parklands Reception on 0116 272 0789
or email parklandsinfo@everyoneactive.com.

Parklands runners keep
running
Parklands Leisure Centre and the surrounding streets of Oadby have been full
of Hi Vis flashes as the Parklands Women’s Running Club have been taking to
the streets in great numbers.
Beginners, intermediate and advanced runners have been improving their
health and fitness whilst getting out and about in the area with the help of Run
Club organiser, Sara Davies.
Sara commented,
“It is great that so many women can come together with a common goal of being more active and getting fitter. She
further went on to say, “It is so much fun and they all get along making friends with the running sometimes seeming
secondary to the social meeting”.
Parklands Women’s Running Club meet every Tuesday at 6pm, Wednesday at 9:15am and Thursday at 6pm at
Parklands Leisure Centre. For more information please call the Leisure Centre on 0116 272 0789.

Learn to swim this year
Oadby and Wigston is home to two fantastic swimming pools which both offer
award winning swimming lessons. What better time to learn a new life skill or
to improve on one you have already?
Parklands Leisure Centre and Wigston Pool offer swimming lessons that are
suitable to all ages and fully qualified and experienced teachers are available
to help. With a wide range of classes available at a reasonable price you
could soon be learning a fantastic new skill.
Following the structured ASA swim program, swimmers will learn the basic’s right through to advanced techniques
and, who knows, you could be the next Rebecca Addlington.
Call Parklands Leisure Centre on 0116 272 0789 for more information.
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Bowls, health and wellbeing

Get back into sport
Not played for years?
Want to get a bit more active?
Want to try something new?
Come on down to our information sports sessions and have a game.
All sessions are suitable for both men and woman aged 18+

Table Tennis

Starts weekly from Monday 23rd January 2017
Time: 6-7pm
Location: South Wigston High School Sports Hall, LE18 4TA
Cost: £3 per session

Not played for years?
t to get a bit more active?
Cricket
nt to
try something new?
Badminton

Starts weekly from Monday 23rd January 2017
Time: 8-9pm
Location: South Wigston High School Sports Hall, LE18 4TA
Cost: £3 per session
Starts weekly from Tuesday 24th January 2017
Time: 6-7pm
Location: Wigston College Sports Hall, LE18 2DS
Cost: £3 per session

wn Football
to our informal Back to Basketball
ssions and have a game
Starts weekly from Tuesday 24th January 2017
Time: 7-8pm
Location: South Wigston High School Sports Hall, LE18 4TA
Cost: £3 per session

Basketball
For
men and women 18+
ekly from Tuesday 24th January 2017
Starts weekly from Tuesday 24th January 2017
Time: 8-9pm
Location: South Wigston High School Sports Hall, LE18 4TA
Cost: £3 per session

8 – 9pm
South Wigston High School
£3 per session
Sports Hall LE18 4TA

For more information and to book your place please contact Kane Radford on 0116 257 2672
or kane.radford@oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Borough bowls club
Would you like to have a go at Bowls? Our Borough is lucky
enough to host four outdoor bowls clubs, which are always
eager to welcome new members and offer residents the
chance to come along and try out the game before the
season starts.
Wigston Ladies Bowls Club is holding an open day on
Wednesday 19 April 2017 from 2pm to 4pm. Anyone aged
12 and upwards are welcome to join in but those under 18
must be accompanied by an adult. Experienced players and
coaches will be on hand to show you how to play and all
equipment will be provided.
Please wear casual clothing and flat shoes or trainers.
Refreshments are available at all clubs both during and after
the sessions. If you are unable to attend this taster session
please contact the relevant club who will be more than happy
to accommodate you another time.

Shaping the future of sport
and physical activity
Would you like to help shape the future of sport and physical
activity in the Borough?
The Active Oadby and Wigston leisure team is aiming
to increase sport and physical opportunities across the
Borough, by applying for external funding from organisations
such as Sport England, and we need your views!
If you are over the age of 18, please take a few moments to
complete our online survey at:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BMFSP36
Alternatively visit Brocks Hill Country Park and Visitor Centre
and complete a paper copy.

Find your nearest bowls club:
Oadby Bowls Club - Ellis Park, Oadby
Contact Malcolm Moore on 0116 2717468 or
David Spencer on 0116 288 5515
Briarmeads Bowls Club - Briarmeads, Oadby
Contact Laurence Juba on 0116 274 2052 or email
laurencejuba@gmail.com
Wigston Mens Bowls Club - Peace Memorial Park, Long
Street, Wigston LE18 2AJ.
Contact Nigel Denton on 0116 277 7841
Wigston Ladies Bowls Club - Peace Memorial Park, Long
Street, Wigston LE18 2AJ.
Contact Rose Friend on 0116 292 3771 or Susan Holt on
0116 210 851
South Wigston Bowls Club - Blaby Road Park, South
Wigston.
Contact Val Herbert on 0116 277 3861

Health and Wellbeing
The Oadby and Wigston Health and Wellbeing Board aims to
encourage residents to improve
their health.
A dedicated webpage has
been set up by Active Oadby
& Wigston for local residents,
GP’s and health professionals
to provide up-to-date information
on the range of support services
and health programmes available
locally, based on the Health and
Wellbeing Board’s identified priorities:
- Dementia and mental health
- Diabetes and weight management
- Alcohol and substance misuse
Please log onto the following page to find out more:
www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk/health
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Pride of the Borough

Pride of the Borough

Britain in Bloom Finalists 2017

Floral Display Competitions

Oadby and Wigston are confirmed finalists in the prestigious Britain in Bloom
Awards 2017 and we continue to work closely with the Council to ensure the
Borough is looking its best this summer.
The thousands of bulbs planted across the Borough by volunteers and
community groups late last year are now giving us a glorious spring
display. This inspires us as we plan the route which will take the Britain
in Bloom judges through all three main town centres, meeting volunteers,
neighbourhood groups, members of Rotary Clubs and Lions Clubs, businesses
and Council staff along the way to show off the many environmental based
projects that take place throughout the year.
Keep up to date with our plans via our website www.prideoftheborough.org
or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PrideoftheBorough.

Pride of the Borough Membership Application Form 2017
(please fill in CAPITAL letters)
Title

Name

Surname
Address

Post Code

Phone Number

Email
I have enclosed the £5 membership fee.
Cheques made payable to Pride of the Borough (Oadby &
Wigston)
Please send your completed form with payment to:
PotB Membership, Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre,
Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ

2017 Membership Card
The Pride of the Borough membership scheme was
incredibly popular in 2016, with almost 600 residents
receiving substantial discounts from businesses across
the Borough.
There are discounts from 44 businesses, including: cafes,
opticians, florists, fishmongers and a wide variety of
shops selling DIY materials, clothing, flooring, fireplaces,
pet supplies, electrical goods, cosmetics, greeting cards,
health foods and motor accessories.
The 2017 card costs just £5 and is available from the
following places, along with details of all offers available:
- The Council Service Desk in Oadby Library
- The Council Customer Service Centre in Bell Street,
Wigston
- Brocks Hill Visitor Centre
You can also apply via post using the application form.

Entries are now open for this year’s Floral Display Competitions. The
categories remain the same and include firm favourites such as ‘Best
Front Garden’ and ‘Best Container’ (including categories for children).
Last year our ‘Unusual Container’ category saw one entrant planting an
old car!
The best gardens can have a mixture of seasonal and permanent
planting and, if you prefer a more wildlife friendly garden, we also have a
‘Most Environmentally Friendly Front Garden’ category.
Please either fill in the entry form on the following page, visit Brocks Hill
Country Park and Centre or your local library, or download the entry form
online at www.prideoftheborough.org.

Pride of the Borough Floral Competitions Entry Form
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

PLEASE PRINT

Name:

Surname:

Address:
Postcode:
Contact phone number:
I wish to enter the competition in category
A. Best Front Garden

B. Best Container

B1. Young Persons Container (Under 10/10-14/15-18)
Age of young person (if applicable)

C. Most Unusual Container

D. Best Business Floral Display

E. Most Environmentally Friendly Front Garden

F. Best School Garden

I have read and agree to abide by the competition rules.
Signed:
Nominated by: (this is not essential)
Name:

Surname:

Contact phone number:

POTB supports Help for Heroes
As well as caring for our own environment, members of Pride of the Borough also undertake activities for the benefit
of others. Last autumn we supported Help for Heroes by selling 85 handmade crochet Remembrance Poppies in
November 2016 where an impressive £212.25 was raised in total for this very good cause.
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Completed entry forms should be returned by 24 June 2017 to:
Pride of the Borough, Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ
For more information, tel: 07874 228491 or visit our website www.prideoftheborough.org
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Refuse and recycling consultation
February/March 2017

Refuse and recycling consultation
February/March 2017

Why are we consulting?

[Please answer ALL the following questions for your survey results to be counted. You are only able to provide one
answer per question, except on questions 2 & 3 where each box should have a number. Only one response per
household will be permitted. There is room for general comments at the end of the survey.]

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council is facing increasing financial challenges in the way in which it is funded nationally which
means that by 2020 the Council has to be spending £1.4million a year less on running its services than it does now. This is on top
of the £700,000 that the Council has saved over the last five years without cutting any frontline services.
From April 2018, Leicestershire County Council is also withdrawing all the recycling credit payments, which are worth up to
£500,000 a year to Oadby and Wigston and partly fund the Council’s current refuse collection and recycling service.

As a result, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council is having to review the way in which
it collects refuse and recycling, as it is one of the Council’s largest budgets.
We know refuse and recycling is a service that is close to many residents’ hearts, so we would like to hear as many views as
possible before we do this. This will help us make informed choices on any changes that we may have to introduce.
It is important that we look at all of the options and, if and when we make any changes, we will be able to continue to provide a
valued service for all our residents.

Very important

Important

Neither important or unimportant

2. What do you value most about the current refuse and recycling services?
Please rank your top (1-7) answers: 1 being your most valued
We have above average recycling rates
A high-quality safe service
Frequency of collection
No additional collection charges

Who are we consulting?

Making it easy for residents to recycle

We are consulting all residents of Oadby and Wigston and we want as many views as possible. So, please spread the word and
help us gather a full picture of residents’ opinions.

Reducing our environmental impact

Saving money to protect other services

This is an initial consultation to gather resident’s general views on our refuse and recycling service and it will last for just over three
weeks, from 16 February to 12 March, 2017.
There will be a second follow-up consultation in the summer after we have examined the results. These options will be fully
consulted before any decisions about any changes to the services are made.

How and Where?

The use of black bags for general waste
The free green waste collection service
The current recycling system

Ensuring no additional charges are levied at
residents
Keeping to the current black bags for general
waste collection
Maintaining a free garden waste collection
service

4. Do you agree or disagree with the below statement?
“Moving to a wheelie bin for general waste and recycling collections would make it better
for my household.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither disagree or agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

5. Do you agree or disagree with the below statement?

We are trying to make the consultation process as simple and accessible as possible. All you need to do is fill in the following
survey’s six questions and return to us by post or by hand to our Customer Service Centre on Bell Street, Wigston or Brocks Hill
Country Park, Oadby.
Alternatively, you can complete the survey online via our website:

http://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/lets_talk_about_rubbish
288 8961 or go

Please send postal entries to:

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Station Road, Wigston, LE18 2DR.
CommunityNews

Keeping the current frequency of refuse collections
A high-quality safe service

When does the consultation close?

For open sessions for residents who have access requirements please call Customer Services on 0116
online for dates and further details.

Not important at all

3. If the Council has to make any changes what do you think is the most important factor to consider?
Please rank your top (1-8) answers: 1 being your most valued

To do this we need your thoughts to help us make the right choices for Oadby and Wigston.
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1. How important is it that as a Borough we try to recycle more?

"Although many council's provide fortnightly waste collection services - if introduced it
would cause hardship for my household."
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither disagree or agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

6. In order to safeguard the existing weekly service for general waste collection which statement best
describes your thoughts?
I would be prepared to pay up to an extra £25 per year
The Council should introduce an annual charge for the garden waste collection service for
customers of up to £50
The Council should make all the necessary savings by changing the way in which it collects refuse
and recycling
I would not be open to paying any additional charges - the Council should make cuts to other frontline
services to safeguard the current collection service

CommunityNews
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Refuse and recycling consultation
February/March 2017
ABOUT YOU
First Name:

Surname:

Email:

Alternative contact:

*we would only contact you on matters regarding refuse and recycling OR to randomly verify respondent authenticity

Address:
Postcode:
House Type:

Flat

House with frontage

Disability: Are you registered disabled?

House no frontage
Yes

Other

No

COMMENTS
Please enter any comments you may have about refuse and recycling or the consultation process/survey as a whole:

Thank you for taking the time to complete our survey.
WHAT NEXT?
This consultation closes on 12 March 2017 where we will examine all responses and publish the results in the next Letterbox and online.
REMEMBER: If you have completed a Letterbox / paper copy please return by post or by hand before the closing date.

Do it online: http://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/lets_talk_about_rubbish
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