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Our Way to Better Customer Care

The end of 2015 was a very exciting time for the Borough of Oadby and Wigston.
We welcomed the opening of the brand new Customer Service Centre on Bell Street in Wigston which moved
front-line services to a more convenient high street location. During this time, the leisure facilities underwent
an overhaul with the Oadby Pool at Ellis Park closing to make way for a thorough refurbishment of Parklands
Leisure Centre with a brand new café facility and swimming pool. Meanwhile, over in Wigston the entire
swimming pool facility was demolished to make way for the new Wigston Swimming Pool and Fitness Centre,
boasting a brand new swimming pool, gym and sauna.

Looking ahead into 2016, we’re planning for the upcoming elections on Thursday 5 May, please make

sure that you’re registered to vote! We’re also asking for your help in protecting local green spaces important
to you, as well as appealing for your First World War related stories and memorabilia for ‘Oadby Remembers,
A Living History Day’ which is taking place in early summer. For businesses and community groups there’s an
opportunity to advertise products, services and events on the digital display screens in Oadby and Wigston town
centres. This is a great way to get noticed in the local community.

There’s plenty going on in the Borough this Easter; with holiday activity camps at Parklands
Leisure Centre, a whole timetable of daily activities at Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre and much more.
Make sure you book a place for your child so they don’t miss out.

Want to find out more?

Explore this newsletter and visit our website at www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Refuse & Recycling Bank Holiday Arrangements
Collection Day
Friday
25 March
Good Friday

Revised Collection Day

No collection

Refuse, Recycling and Textiles - Friday 1 April*
Glass and Cooking Oil - Thursday 24 March
Garden Waste - Thursday 24 March

No collection

Glass and Cooking Oil – Tuesday 29 March
Garden Waste - will be collected between Tuesday 29 March and Friday 1 April

Monday
2 May
Early May
Bank Holiday

No collection

Glass and Cooking Oil - Tuesday 3 May
Garden Waste - will be collected between Tuesday 3 May and Friday 6 May

Monday
30 May
Spring Bank
Holiday

No collection

Glass and Cooking Oil - Tuesday 31 May
Garden Waste - will be collected between Tuesday 31 May and Friday 3 June

Monday
28 March
Easter Monday

*There will be a double collection which
is 6 black bags and unlimited recycling
bags.

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council
Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire LE18 2DR
T: 0116 288 8961 F: 0116 288 7828 www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Get ready for the 2016 elections
On Thursday May 5, 2016, voters in Oadby and Wigston
will head to the polls for the election of a new Police
and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Leicestershire.
The Police and Crime Commissioner oversees
the running of local police forces, including; the
appointment of the Chief Constable, setting the local
budget and deciding what the priorities should be for
the police in their area.

Registering is easy and you
can apply online at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
in just a few minutes. You will
need your date of birth and National Insurance Number.

Mark Hall, Electoral Registration Officer for Oadby and
Wigston, said:

If you cannot get to your polling station to vote or would
prefer to vote by post, you can apply for a postal vote at
any time. The deadline for applications to vote by post is
Tuesday April 19, 2016.

“Only people who are registered can take part in May’s
elections. Anyone who has moved address since they
last registered, or have not previously registered with
their current address, will need to do so to make sure
that they don’t miss out on having their say on polling
day.

The deadline to register to vote at the PCC elections is
Monday April 18, 2016.”

If you would like any further information on registering
to vote or applying to vote by post, e-mail the electoral
services office at electoral.services@oadbywigston.gov.uk or call our helpline on 0116 288 8961

Civic Service

Your new leisure facilities
Oadby and Wigston Borough
Council and Everyone Active
were delighted to open the
Borough’s two brand new
swimming pools just before
Christmas 2015, after nearly
18 months of development
work.

The Parklands Leisure Centre’s new pool opened on December 19,
equipped with; a new 115-station gym, two dedicated studios for dance,
virtual group exercise classes and group cycling and a fully refurbished
large function suite. A new café and seating area has also been
incorporated in the reception area near to the new 25 metre six-lane
swimming pool.

Wigston Pool and Fitness
Centre opened to the public
on December 12 boasting a
60-station gym, a six-lane 25
metre swimming pool and a
sauna.

The Mayor of Oadby and Wigston, Councillor Latif Darr held a Civic Service
on Saturday January 23, 2016 at the Oadby Community Centre, to celebrate
diversity within the local community.
Dignitaries from both surrounding and local councils were invited to the
ceremony and representatives from the Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and
Jewish communities each read from their respective holy books.
The Mayor is most grateful to them all for their input and continued support in
bringing the communities together.

Have Your Say on Local Green Spaces
As part of the new Local Plan the Council is asking for
help from residents to identify, designate and ultimately
protect areas of green space that are important to the
local community.
National Government has set out a number of
parameters that areas designated as local green space
must meet. The government says the designation
should only be used:
‘where the green space is in reasonably close proximity
to the community it serves;
where the green area is demonstrably special to a local
community and holds a particular local significance,
for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and,
where the green area concerned is local in character
and is not an extensive tract of land.’
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If you would like to put forward an area of local green
space that you think should be identified through
the local green space designation, please send the
following information via email to planningpolicy@
oadby-wigston.gov.uk or via post to Planning Policy,
Council Offices, Station Road, Wigston, LE18 2DR.
- A plan of the local green space identified for 		
designation
- Evidence as to why the area is significant to the
community and why the community want the area
designated
- Contact details of the person or community group
proposing the area
Please bear in mind that any areas of green
space put forward should conform to the National
Government parameters (as set out above). The
closing date for any submissions for local green
space designation is Friday May 27, 2016.

Both pools have been built to ASA national swimming standards and allows
for a number of swimming activities to take place, such as; Everyone
Active’s award winning swimming lessons, fitness swimming, swimming for
all and inclusive swimming for those who are less-able. Local schools will
be using the pool regularly for their sessions, as well as a number of clubs
including the Oadby and Wigston Lifesaving Club, Del Mar Scuba Diving
Club and the Oadby and Wigston Swimming Club.
As if this wasn’t enough, Parklands Leisure Centre has just taken delivery of
a giant inflatable run which is available during wet and wild sessions and for
private hire parties.
James Naylor, Contract Manager for Everyone Active, said: “We are very
proud of our new pools and the ability to help people learn a valuable life
skill which is swimming.”
Councillor John Boyce, the leader for Oadby and Wigston Borough
Council, said: “I am delighted the two pools are now open. May I take this
opportunity to thank all those who have made it possible, these upgraded
facilities will serve the Borough’s residents for many years to come.”
More information can be accessed on the ‘Everyone Active’ website
www.everyoneactive.com or Oadby and Wigston Borough Council’s website
www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
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Oadby & Wigston Lions Club

The Wigston Rotary Club

Raising a little Christmas
cheer

Santa’s little
helpers

Rotary Club celebrates its
40th Anniversary

Lions; Barry Mays, Alan Smith, John Sharman
and honorary Lion, Santa Claus, were seen raising
funds and spreading Christmas spirit outside of
Sainsbury’s, Oadby.

Just four days before Christmas,
members of the Oadby & Wigston’s
Lions Club were spotted helping Santa
to distribute over 80 bags of food and
toys at the local food bank.

The money raised will be used to help vulnerable
people and groups in the Oadby & Wigston area,
throughout the year.

The jolly team were back again the very next day for a
festive ‘bag packing’ at Marks & Spencer’s.

The Wigston Rotary Club will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of its
formation in March.
Over the past 10 years the club has raised over £140,000 for local, national
and international charitable causes through its activities, including the annual
Music in the Park concert at Wistow.
The Rotary Club has also encouraged youth development within local schools,
most recently running Young Writer and Young Chef competitions and
organising a Professional Writer workshop.
Members meet most Monday lunchtimes at the Ramada Stage Hotel.
Enquiries about membership are welcome. Telephone 07763 977790 to find
out more.

Young Chef
In November last year Wigston
Rotary Club, assisted by the Oadby
Launde Rotary Club, held a Young
Chef competition at Wigston College.
Year 11 student Natasha delighted
the judges’ tastebuds with her
winning Nigerian rice dish, served
with; fried plantain, salad and naan
bread.
This eclectic dish was followed by a
fruit pudding dessert, with strawberry
and pistachio crunch layered on
homemade shortbread biscuit.

Rotary Club thanks local people for
their generosity
On hand for the holidays
Members of Oadby & Wigston Lions Club were on
hand to help sort the food donated by the residents
of the Fairfield Estate, Wigston.
Food parcels were then made up and distributed
around the area to help struggling families have a
memorable Christmas.

Whoever heard of talking
Lion?
BBC Radio Leicester presenters, Jim Davies and
Jo Hayward, struggled to get a sensible word in at
the 2015 switch-on of the Wigston Shopping Centre
Christmas lights.
Past Lions Club President, Chris Croft, attended the
annual event dressed as the club’s lovable mascot,
Lennie the Lion, who was a huge success.
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The Wigston Rotary Club stood outside Tesco South Wigston and on Bell
Street, Wigston for its annual Christmas collections in December last year.
The £1,122.60 raised will benefit Leicestershire charities, Twenty Twenty and
Leicestershire & Rutland Blood Bikes.
Kevin Howard, President Elect, said that Rotary Club members were pleased
to see so many cheerful and friendly people and were grateful to them for the
generosity that made their efforts so worthwhile.

Amateur Pie-Makers
Members and friends of the Wigston
Rotary Club visited ‘Brockleby’s Pies
of Melton Mowbray’, where they were
given a history of Melton Mowbray
pies, a tour of the production facility
and the opportunity to make their
own.
There were no disasters from the
amateur pie-makers and the finished
products were delicious!

CommunityNews
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Oadby
and Wigston Borough Council
Changes
in circumstances

Do you receive Housing Beneﬁt
and/or Council Tax Support?
Then you must tell us immediately about any changes
to your circumstances that may affect your entitlement
Why must I tell you about changes?
• It is your legal duty
• So we can pay you the correct amount of beneﬁt
• We don’t want to pay you too little or too much

What happens if I don’t tell you?
If you are paid too much
• Then you will have to pay this back
• You may be prosecuted and ﬁned
If you are paid too little

money

The types of changes that you need to tell
us about include:• You or your partner stop claiming Income Support, Employment
and Support Allowance or Jobseekers Allowance
• You start work, change your job or change your hours
• You work any overtime or receive any commission or bonuses
• You change your home address
• Any change to you or your partner’s income, such as a wage
increase, a change in state beneﬁts or Tax Credits
• Your savings alter
• You stop paying childcare costs or the amount you pay for
childcare changes
• You stop getting Child Beneﬁt for one or more of your children

• Then you will be receiving less money than you are entitled to

• Any of your children leave school

• Usually we can only backdate for a month so you could lose out

• Someone comes to live with you
• Someone who was living with you leaves

What changes do I need to tell you about?

Most things
• The list on the right tells you what kind of changes we need to
know about
• But remember the list is not exhaustive and may not include
everything

If in doubt ask!

• There is a change in the income of someone who lives with you
• Your rent changes and you are not a council tenant

Advice surgeries for residents
Two local charities, Citizens Advice
LeicesterShire and Helping Hands
are working alongside Oadby and
Wigston Borough Council to help
protect the interest of all residents
and ensure support and advice
is easily accessible via free and
confidential advice services.

Helping Hands will additionally
provide the following services:

The agreement between the two
charities and Oadby & Wigston
Borough Council will ensure that a
seamless service is provided across
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.

- Home visits (within Oadby & 		
Wigston Borough)

Together they provide the following
services:
- General advice on debt/money
management, welfare benefits,
employment, housing and family
- Signposting to other organisations
where necessary
- Support for those who need 		
assistance with completing official
documentation and forms
Citizens Advice LeicesterShire will
additionally provide the following
specialist services:
- Money advice
- Macmillan Cancer support
- Pension Wise

- Legal advice through in-house
solicitors for family law; consumer
law; wills, probate and power of
attorney; consumer law; personal
injury and clinical negligence

- Mandatory reconsideration appeals
- Appeals & tribunals
- Representation
Helping Hands specialise in a ‘one–
stop’, one-to-one service and will
also accept same day referrals or
appointments from Council officers
at the Bell Street Centre. We offer
help to those with poor life skills and/
or mental health issues and provide
outreach to the housebound via home
visits.
We can advise up to four clients
at a time at our premises in South
Wigston. We can be contacted by
telephone on 0116 278 2001, email
office@helpinghandscentre.
co.uk or visit our website: www.
helpinghandsadvice.co.uk. We are
also on Twitter @HelpingHandsAdv
and Facebook.

Citizens Advice LeicesterShire
provide a free, independent,
confidential and impartial advice
service. As well as drop-in services
at the locations listed below, we
have a dedicated contact centre
open Mon-Fri 0300 330 1025, a
Macmillan Cancer support helpline
0300 456 8400, a money advice
helpline 0116 340 0116 and a
Pension Wise line 0116 326 6326.
We also have a 24/7 email and selfhelp service via our website www.
citizensadviceleicestershire.org

Drop-in opening
times and locations
Citizens Advice LeicesterShire also
provides a general advice service
at the Council Offices, Station Road
as well as Money Advice, Pension
Wise and Macmillan services by prior
appointment only.

• You get married or form a civil partnership, separate from a partner,
start living together or living together as civil partners or separate
• Any other change which might affect your beneﬁt

How can I report a change?

Monday

• There are several options available please use the one
most convenient for you
• Please note we may have to ask for additional information
You can
• Visit our website www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
and use our online form or download a form
to print off and complete
• E-mail us at

Tuesday
Wednesday

• Visit our new Customer Service Centre at Bell Street,
Wigston
• Ring our Beneﬁt Team on 0116 288 8961 and choose
option 4 for Beneﬁts

Thursday

Citizens Advice – Customer Service Centre, Bell Street

9.00am – 1.00pm

Helping Hands – South Wigston

10.00am – 1.00pm

Helping Hands – Oadby Trinity Methodist Church

9.30am – 12.00pm

Citizens Advice - Customer Service Centre, Bell Street

2.00pm – 4.00pm

Helping Hands – First Tuesday of the month – Boulter Crescent Community Flat

2.00pm – 4.30pm

Helping Hands – South Wigston

10.00am – 1.00pm

Helping Hands – Customer Service Centre, Bell Street

10.00am – 2.00pm

Citizens Advice – Helping Hands building, South Wigston

10.00am – 3.00pm

Citizens Advice – Customer Service Centre, Bell Street

1.00pm – 4.00pm

Citizens Advice – Oadby Trinity Methodist Church – every two weeks when
Food-Bank runs

11.30am – 1.30pm

Citizens Advice – Oadby Library – every two weeks

11.30am – 1.30pm

Helping Hands – South Wigston

10.00am – 1.00pm

• Use the form on our leaﬂet

TELL US!
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• Write to us at Oadby and Wigston Borough Council,
Council Ofﬁces, Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire,
LE18 2DR
• Use Leicestershire’s “Tell Us Once” scheme if you
are registering a birth or a death
www.leics.gov.uk/tellusonce

Friday

CommunityNews
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Right to Buy
Dream of owning your own
home? You could get a discount
of up to £77,900
The Right to Buy scheme helps eligible council and
housing association tenants to buy their home at a
discounted price on the market value.
Since discounts were increased in 2012, over 35,000
people in England have become homeowners through
the Right to Buy scheme. Could this be the right time
for you, or somebody you know, to join them?
You may get up to 70% off the price of your home
which is a maximum cash value of £77,900 on
properties outside of London. Each year this discount
increases by the rate of inflation.
Buying your home is a life-changing decision and a
commitment that shouldn’t be made without seeking
expert impartial advice. First you need to find out; are
you eligible and can you afford it?

Looking for business support?
For you and your family,
owning your own home could
be a good investment for the
future whilst giving you the
freedom to make all those
changes you’ve been wanting.
The Government has plans to extend Right to Buy so
if you are a housing association tenant and currently
not eligible, you can sign up to receive updates on
the scheme by visiting the Right to Buy website. You
can also look at other government schemes that might
help you on www.ownyourhome.gov.uk.
Website:
www.communities.gov.uk/therighttobuy
Phone a Right to Buy adviser:
0300 123 0913
Email:
enquiry@righttobuyagent.org.uk

The Government’s official Right to Buy adviser service
can give you free and impartial advice, help and
support throughout the process of buying your home,
from filling in the application form to completing your
purchase. The advisers can tell you how to find a
mortgage, appoint a solicitor and arrange a survey.

A single place to access business support
A single
place to access
business support
in Leicester
and Leicestershire
in Leicester and Leicestershire

www.llepbizgateway.co.uk
www.llepbizgateway.co.uk bizgateway@llep.co.uk
bizgateway@llep.co.uk 0116
0300366
4568487
3565
www.llepbizgateway.co.uk bizgateway@llep.co.uk
@LLEPBizGateway
8
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@LLEPBizGateway

0300 456 3565
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Free Business Network Event
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council will be hosting
a free business event at South Leicestershire College,
South Wigston, on Thursday April 21 between 4:30pm
and 6:30pm.
The Council works in partnership with South
Leicestershire College to host free and informative
business events throughout the year. The series of free
‘Business Network’ events are part of the Council’s
commitment to encouraging business and commerce in
the Borough.
The events are designed to give attendees the
opportunity to network with other businesses and
organisations, learn about available funding, hear the
latest business news from Oadby and Wigston Borough
Council and receive professional guidance from
specialist guest speakers.

The event on Thursday 21 April will include information
from the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise
Partnership on the LLEP Business Gateway business
support service, South Leicestershire College will
present on the benefits of Apprenticeships to your
business and Oadby and Wigston Borough Council are
consulting on the new draft Economic Regeneration
Strategy 2015-2020.
Businesses are requested to register to attend the
event. Please contact business@oadby-wigston.
gov.uk if you are interested in attending or would like
to receive further information on our helpful business
events.

Friends of Pochin’s Bridge
If you have a passion for preservation or a local
connection to Pochin’s Bridge in South Wigston, then we
want to hear from you. This month the Natural Discovery
Volunteer Development Programme hopes to launch a
‘Friends of Pochin’s Bridge’ group, which will appoint
guardians tasked with helping the area to a sustainable
future.
Pochin’s Bridge is a 35,000 square metre site situated
between the Pochin’s Bridge residential development
site and the Grand Union Canal. This green corridor
links the open countryside and canal to 21st Century
development and the natural open spaces are enjoyed
by both people and local wildlife.
With financial backing from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
Oadby & Wigston Borough Council hopes to increase
green spaces volunteering across the Borough so that
these natural spaces can be cared for and celebrated for
years to come.
Following the success of the ‘Friends of Brocks Hill’
formed in 2010, the Natural Discovery Volunteer
Development Programme wants to create alternative
groups across the Borough. Pat Tebbutt, Chair of the
‘Friends of Brocks Hill’, thinks it is important to ensure
the sustainability and celebration of the green spaces
within Oadby and Wigston.

Spring Tree with Easter
Decorations

Fun for all the family
10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Free entry and parking

Following the Easter
celebrations, make a tree
and decorate with
blossoms and Easter eggs;
a seasonal decoration to
brighten up your home this
holiday.

Sunday 27 March
Easter Sunday
Traditional Egg Rolling
in the Country Park and
Easter Crafts
Decorate and race hard
boiled eggs down the hill.
Every child receives a mini
Easter chocolate and there
will be a chance for adults
to have a race with their
child’s egg too! Also join in
with a range of Easter
crafts.

Becoming a Friend not only gives you direct input
into the preservation of the site; if you have skills
in administrative work, data management or even
photography you could be an integral member of the
Friends group.
Training is provided as part of the programme which
will aid the setting up and successfulness of the
Friends groups. Training programmes could be in risk
assessment writing, first aid, administrative work or
practical skills.

Times: 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or
12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For 4 years and over

Times: 11:00 a.m. to
12:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child.
For 3 years and over

Be amazed by the creatures
that live in the ponds at
Brocks Hill with our
popular pond dipping
sessions.

Pat explains, “Being a member of a Friends group is
greatly rewarding. To be around like-minded people
who have the same passion for Brocks Hill as I do is
fantastic”.

Tuesday 29 March

Easter Craft
Extravaganza

Pondamonium

Alternatively you can write to: Casey Humphreys,
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook
Lane, Oadby, LE2 5JJ.

CommunityNews

Saturday 26 March

Monday 4 April

If you feel you could help make a difference to Pochin’s
Bridge then please contact Casey Humphreys, Natural
Discovery Volunteer Development Project Officer on
0116 2572863 or email casey.humphreys@oadbywigston.gov.uk.
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Fun Family Activities in the Easter Holiday
at Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre

Times: 10:15 a.m. to 11:15
a.m. or 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For all ages, but children
under 5 years should have
extra 1-to-1 supervision

Wednesday 30 March
Bouncing Bunnies
Make a bouncing bunny
(you with a rabbit face and
bob tail) to hold a bunny
hop race in the Country
Park.
Times: 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child.
For 3 years and over

Decorate a T-shirt
This is an opportunity for
older children to enjoy a
session unaccompanied; to
use their skill and
imagination to create a
designer T-shirt. Please
bring along a plain cotton
T-shirt to decorate. 10 years
and over (consent form
required).

Thursday 31 March

Friday 1 April

Make a Fluttering
Flutterby

Drip Drip Drop, Little
April Showers

Did you know ﬂutterby is
the old name for a
butterﬂy?

Be a weather recorder in
this soggy season. Make
your own rain gauge to
monitor the amount of
rainfall throughout the
showers and coming
seasons.

You can make your very
own butterﬂy to ﬂutter in
the Country Park.
Times: 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or
12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For 3 years and over

Times: 10:15 a.m. to
11:15 a.m. or
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For 3 years and over

Times: 3:00 p.m. to 4:15
p.m. Cost: £4.00 each

Tuesday 5 April
Bird Feeders and
Artistic Birds
Help the birds to ﬁnd
enough food by making a
seed and fat ball feeder to
hang up outside. Then
create your own artistic
bird to hang up inside.
Times: 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or 12:45 p.m.
to 1:45 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For children 4 years and
over

Wednesday 6 April

Thursday 7 April

Friday 8 April

Super Sunny Sunﬂowers

Amazing Animals

Funky Frogs

We invite the Pride of the
Borough Team to join us to
rejoice in the vibrancy of
sunﬂowers as we plant seeds,
and carry out sunﬂower
crafts.

Back by demand and with
new meerkats, come for a
close encounter with
animals big and small,
both cute and scary, from
around the world.

Fascinating facts and crazy
crafts.

Times: 10:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For children 3 years and
over

Decorate a Large Pot and
Plant Sunﬂower Seeds

Times: 10:10 a.m. to
11:00 a.m., 11:10 a.m. to
12:00 a.m. or 12:10 p.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
Cost: £5.00 each person
For the family (children 3
& over)

Times: 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 per child
For 4 years and over

10 years and over (consent
form required).
This is an opportunity for
older children to enjoy a
session unaccompanied; to
use their skill, imagination
and natural resources to
decorate a large plant pot
ready to grow your own
super sunﬂowers.
Times: 3:00 p.m. to
4:15 p.m.
Cost: £4.00 each

BOOKING DETAILS FOR EVENTS

Unless otherwise stated all events must be booked in advance through Brocks Hill Centre. Payment
can be made by card, cash or cheque. Children must be accompanied by an adult throughout the
session, unless otherwise stated. Sorry no refunds can be given.
To book or for more information please telephone 0116 257 2888,
email informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or visit our website www.brockshill.co.uk.
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ
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Oceans of Fun at the New Pools
Wigston Pool and Fitness Centre and
Parklands Leisure Centre welcomed
a number of Olympic athletes along
to the formal opening of Oadby and
Wigston Borough Council’s new
leisure facilities, on Sunday January
10, 2016.
Double gold medal winner Rebecca
Adlington OBE and the Mayor of
Oadby and Wigston, Councillor Latif
Darr officially opened the two new
swimming pools.
Around 300 children took part in
the events, learning new skills like;
synchronised swimming, water polo
and lifesaving. All children were then
given the chance to race against the
Olympians!
Neil Cowdrey, Everyone Active
General Manager for Wigston Pool &
Fitness Centre, said:

“It was a fantastic
opportunity for
the local children
to meet and swim
with the Olympic
swimming stars in
our fabulous new
pools.”
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Everyone can benefit
from Physical Activity.
Being physically active
regularly is great for
your health.
The Exercise Referral scheme is a programme for
adults (16+) with a medical condition. The scheme
across Leicestershire & Rutland works closely
with health professionals to identify individuals
who would benefit from participating in
enjoyable exercise.
QUALIFYING CONDITIONS INCLUDE;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High Cholesterol Levels
Obesity
Hypertension
Controlled Diabetes
Depression, Stress or Anxiety
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Respiratory Disease
Back Pain
Osteoporosis
Neurological Disorders

People who are referred to the scheme
will receive a 12 week activity programme
designed for their needs delivered by
highly qualified instructors.
If you have a condition
you feel may be
improved by
increasing activity
levels please speak
to your local GP to
discuss your eligibility.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
www.lrsport.org/sports/exercisereferral
14 CommunityNews
g.hillier@lrsport.org or 01509 564873

GALS CLUB
GIRLS ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

'Girls only' physical
activity group for
ages 11 - 16
Experience a variety
of exciting new physical
activities !
Every Wednesday
4 - 5 pm @ Parklands
Leisure Centre
£2 per session

WEEK 1 TO 5
CHEERLEADING !

TURN UP AND JOIN IN!

Starts Wednesday 27th April 2016
For more information please contact Hussein Khan
07970205948  mkhan11@southwigston.leics.gov
CommunityNews
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New Café Comes to Parklands Leisure Centre
As part of the multi million pound refurbishment of
Parklands Leisure Centre, the venue now plays host
to a wonderful new café. Featuring barista coffees,
sandwiches, jacket potatoes, paninis, pasta dishes
and many more. The café is a fabulous place to
meet even if you haven’t been for a workout.
Open to the general public seven days a week,
everyone can come along and use the facilities
whilst watching a number of sporting activities or
just by relaxing on the comfy sofas and chairs.

Children’s Holiday Activities
Parklands Leisure Centre will once again be hosting its ever popular Holiday Activity
Camps throughout the Easter holidays – with various sports activities, arts and
crafts, bouncy castle and lots more to do. Children from age 5 to 14 can be booked
on for the day or the week and prices start from just £12.50 per child, per day.
Lunch can also be provided.
For more details please call Parklands Reception on 0116 272 0789.

Oadby Sports Relief Mile
The eagerly anticipated Oadby Sport Relief Mile is fast
approaching, but there is still time to sign up. The event will be
held on Sunday March 20, 2016 at the Leicester University Playing
Fields, Stoughton Road, Oadby LE2 4FS.
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council is hugely grateful to Everyone
Active and the University of Leicester for their hard work and
partnership, in order to organise the event.
Many local people have already signed up to run one, three, or
six miles, so why not enter yourself and bring the whole family, or
encourage your sports team or scout group to attend.
Food will be available to purchase on the day.
To sign up, please visit www.sportrelief.com and search for the
Oadby Mile.
Entry fee:
Adult £7.00
Child £3.00
Family £17.00
All entry fees and sponsorship money raised goes directly to Sport
Relief, in order to aid deprived and disadvantaged people here in
the UK as well as in some of the world’s poorest countries.

16

CommunityNews

CommunityNews

17

Crime Prevention Advice from Leicestershire
Police

Bowls in the Borough
Would you like to have a go at Bowls?
Our Borough is lucky enough to host four outdoor bowls clubs, which are always welcoming to new members. All clubs
are opening their doors to the public, offering residents the chance to come along and try out the game before the
season starts.
Anyone aged 12 and upwards are welcome to join in, but anyone under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Experienced players and coaches will be on hand to show you how to play and all equipment will be provided.
Please wear casual clothing and flat shoes or trainers. Refreshments are available at all clubs both during and after the
sessions. If you are unable to attend the taster sessions listed, please contact the relevant club, who will be more than
happy to accommodate you another time.
Oadby Bowls Club
Ellis Park, Oadby. Open Days: Sunday 24 April
and Sunday 15 May from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact
Malcolm Moore on 0116 2717468 or David Spencer
on 0116 2885515
Briarmeads Bowls Club
Briarmeads, Oadby. Open Day: Sunday 17 April from
2:30 p.m. onwards. Contact Laurence Juba on 0116
2742052 or email laurencejuba@gmail.com

Wigston Ladies Bowls Club
Peace Memorial Park, Long Street, Wigston LE18 2AJ.
Open Day: Wednesday 6 April 2016 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
All welcome. Contact Rose Friend on 0116 2923771
South Wigston Bowls Club
Blaby Road Park, South Wigston. Contact Val Herbert
on 0116 2773861

Spring is the perfect time
for farmers markets

Digital Display Screen
Advertising Opportunity

Spring is in the air, so why not indulge yourself by visiting
your local farmers market and get locally sourced, excellent
quality produce brought to you by local traders. There are
some great products there, all of very high quality and all
produced within 30 miles.

Businesses and Community Groups have
the opportunity to advertise their products,
services and events on the digital display
screens that have been installed in Oadby
and Wigston town centres.

At the market you can expect to find organic and specialist
meats including hams, bacon, pork, sausages, lamb and
goat as well as seasonal fruit, honey, preserves, a wealth of
savoury and sweet baked products, local cheeses, and much
more.
And why not get a freshly cooked organic sausage cob or a
beautiful bahji for your lunch.
Regular traders like Picks Organic, Annie’s Eggs and
Brocklebys will be there, offering the best tasting fresh local
produce you can find.
The Oadby Farmers Market, running along The Parade takes
place on the fourth Friday of the month, from 9am to 1.30pm.
Wigston Farmers Market, is located on Bell Street and takes
place on the first Friday of each month, between 9am and
2pm.
Both markets are run by a partnership between East
Midlands Markets and Events Ltd and Oadby and Wigston
Borough Council, and the Wigston Market have initiated by
the Wigston Business Group, both markets with the aim of
attracting shoppers into Oadby and Wigston town centres.
So come down to the market each month to get your supplies
of quality, locally produced goods.
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Wigston Mens Bowls Club
Peace Memorial Park, Long Street, Wigston LE18 2AJ.
Open Day: Saturday 2 April 2016 from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. All
welcome. Contact Nigel Denton on 0116 2777841

CommunityNews

The display screens were installed as part
of the regeneration projects which were
completed last year in Oadby and Wigston.
The screen in Oadby is located in the
Oadby Centre along The Parade and the Wigston screen is
located on the corner of Bell Street and Leicester Road.
The digital display screens are available to advertise on
commercially as well as for Community groups. Commercial
advertisers can display an ad for as little as £20+VAT per
week, making it affordable for any business.
Community groups can advertise for free if they are
advertising events or free services.
So far there has been a lot of interest from commercial and
Community groups and we have a lot of advertising through
the year, but there is always space. We have displayed
adverts from Library services, Lions Club, local religious
groups and business groups.
If you are interested in advertising then please contact:
towncentremanager@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or telephone
0116 257 2706.

With the winter months behind us and hopes of warmer weather ahead, now would be the perfect time to ensure that
you have all personal property registered to yourself. Mobile phones and other personal electronic devices are prime
targets for opportunistic thieves when left in plain sight.
www.immobilise.com allows you to record serial numbers for all your personal property; mobile phones, IPads,
TVs, DVD players etc. The website is free to use and lets you record non-barcoded valuables too, such as expensive
jewellery, so if they are stolen you can access a record of your property to report to the police and/or your insurance
company.
When coming across property recovered during searches, the police will also have access to the Immobilise database
and can use this to hopefully re-unite the property with its owners.
We ask that when leaving your car, you remove all temptation for thieves by moving valuable items out of sight. Also
please ensure that your car is locked before walking away as we have had a number of offences where entry has been
gained to cars purely because the owners failed to lock them.
Further crime prevention advice can be found on www.leics.police.uk
Follow us on Twitter @LPOabyWigston / @SouthLeicsNPA

Leicester South Foodbank
The Leicester South foodbank helps to support those who are struggling to feed themselves or their family on a shortterm basis, for reasons such as; illness, benefit delays or unemployment.
Many referral agencies, such as: doctor’s surgeries, healthcare professionals, some schools and the Council Customer
Service Centre on Bell Street will assess your situation and provide you with a referral voucher.
Once presented with this voucher the Leicester South foodbank can offer a three-day emergency food parcel for those
who are in need. The food is distributed at: Meadows Community Church at the Kings Centre, Bull Head Street,
Wigston: on Monday evenings between 6-7pm, and Thursdays between 1-2pm.

Oadby Remembers, A Living History Day

Do you have any
memories or memorabilia
relating to the First World
War? If you do, we would
love to hear from you.
As part of the national
commemorations which mark
the beginning of the Battle of the
Somme, the Council have teamed up
with Oadby Community Stakeholders
to stage ‘Oadby Remembers, A
Living History Day’ on Saturday July 2.

This is one in a series of events to be
held across the Borough to mark the
Great War and will be taking place at
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre,
Oadby from 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The historic family event will have
something for everyone with the
main focus on 1914-1918. There will
be re-enactment groups, music and
dancing of the era, a field hospital,
period vehicles, exhibitions from
the Oadby Remembers 1914-1918
research project, displays, games,
talks, storytelling, artefacts of the
time and more.
There will also be a Roll of Honour’,
listing the local men who lost their

lives for our country and a point in the
day to remember and reflect.
To help to bring the event into focus
Oadby Stakeholders would love to
hear from you with any related stories
and memorabilia that you wish to
share with others. This may be a
special photo with a story attached,
an anecdote of the time, a medal with
a family history or possibly a piece of
clothing or a toy from the era.
If you have anything you would like
to share with us then please contact
the event co-ordinator, Libby Gluyas
on 0116 257 2862 or email libby.
gluyas@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.

CommunityNews
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Pride of the Borough
Floral Display Competitions
2016
Entries are now open for this year’s floral display
competitions. Categories are:
- Best front garden
- Best container (with a separate category for young
people)
- Most unusual container
- Best business floral display (including pubs, shops and
commercial premises)
- Best school garden
- Most environmentally-friendly front garden

Take Pride Anti-litter Campaign
National newspaper reports will have told you about the
Government’s new anti-litter policy to be launched in 2016.
Here in Oadby and Wigston our community ‘Take Pride – Put
a Stop to Litter’ campaign has been running since October last
year. Support for the campaign has come from schools, stores
and local residents.
As members of the local community, our aim is for visitors to
the Borough to know they enter a litter free zone, which local
people have worked for and in which they have great pride.
You can make a difference by taking the following actions;

		

Take your litter home and dispose of it through the 		
weekly refuse collections.
Put your litter in the public rubbish bins.
If you see someone drop litter tell them about our 		
‘Take Pride – Put a Stop to Litter’ campaign.

		
We all appreciate the effort our friends and neighbours
make towards improving the look of our borough, so why not
nominate them to enter our competition?
All entries must be visible from the highway; full details are
on our entry form (see below for details).

Spread the word about this campaign through your 		
family and friends.
Join one of our spring litter picks.

Entry forms for our Floral Display competition and Membership Application forms can be obtained at: the Council service desk in
Oadby Library, the new Council Customer Services in Bell Street, Wigston or the Brocks Hill Visitor Centre. Full details of these
and all our activities can also be found on our website at: www.prideoftheborough.org

2016 Membership and Loyalty
Card Scheme
The 2016 Pride of the Borough loyalty card is now available.
The membership scheme was incredibly popular in 2015
with 466 members who received substantial discounts from
businesses across the Borough. It is available to buy from the
venues listed above, where you can also find details of all the
offers that are available. If you prefer you can receive your card
by post, by completing the application form attached.
There are discounts to be had from 33 businesses across the
Borough, including; cafes, opticians, florists, retailers selling DIY
materials, clothing, flooring, fireplaces, pet supplies, electrical
goods, cosmetics, greeting cards, health foods and gifts.
Henry Smith & Hamylton Ltd have 15% off complete spectacles
and Ken Bailey at Wistow has 10% off all goods. 15% off the
total bill when dining at lunch time at the Ramada Leicester
Stage. Cheikhos, Oadby Spice and the Cuisine of India will give
2-for-1 on main meals. Grange Farm is offering 25% off the total
bill, including drinks, when dining Monday to Thursday.
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Pride of the Borough 2016 Membership Application Form 2016
(please fill in CAPITAL letters)
Title

Name

Surname

Address

Post Code

Phone Number

Email
I enclose £5.00 membership fee.
Cheques made payable to Pride of the Borough (Oadby &
Wigston)
Please send your completed form with payment to:
PotB Membership, Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre,
Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ

