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It has been a busy summer for the residents of Oadby and Wigston.
Earlier this year the Borough welcomed its new Mayor, Councillor
Samia Haq. Councillor Haq is excited for her year in office, saying,
“I look forward to busy times ahead in representing the Borough of
Oadby and Wigston and meeting as many people as possible to
make it a memorable year for all of us”. Page 15
Also revealed this summer were the winners of the annual floral
display competition. We had some outstanding entrants this year
and judges were blown away, awarding an amazing seven entrants
with Gold Standard for their displays. Page 18
We have some exciting news for you in this autumn edition, with
fun October half term activities, brand new clubs for you to join,
the return of the Christmas craft fair, and your chance to have your
say about the new Local Plan, which will consider the future role of
places within the Borough, and will make decisions on where new
development should be concentrated. Page 3
We also have news on an event to be hosted by Oadby & Wigston
Borough Council at this year’s Leicester Business Festival, which
will focus on engaging with businesses within the Borough and
encouraging growth. Page 2
We hope you have had a wonderful summer and have an equally
fantastic autumn!

East Midlands in Bloom &
Britain in Bloom
Page 19

Sports and activities
Pages 6 to 11

Lead volunteers wanted
Pages 7
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Electoral Register
Annual Canvass of Properties
An annual canvass of all properties in the Borough
commenced in August to ensure that the Oadby & Wigston
electoral register is as complete and accurate as possible.
A Household Enquiry Form (HEF) was delivered to each
residential address to check who is currently living at the
property and eligible for inclusion on the electoral register.
Residents were able to respond quickly and easily via a
range of options including online, telephone, SMS or by
post.
It is a legal requirement to respond to the Household
Enquiry Form, even if the information is correct and
unchanged. By responding as quickly as possible, this will
save the Council money by avoiding the need to send out
a reminder. If no response is received to the form and any
subsequent reminders, a canvasser will be sent to collect
the required information.
Please note that you can only vote in elections and
referendums if your name is included on the register of
electors. Not being registered to vote, being registered
to vote at an old address, or having incorrect details on
the electoral register can also negatively affect your credit
rating.
The revised register of electors will be published on
1 December 2017.

Leicester Business Festival
The annual Leicester Business Festival will
be returning for its third year from Monday 23
October to Friday 3 November 2017.
The Leicester Business Festival is a two-week
event which aims to drive economic growth
throughout Leicester and Leicestershire for the
benefit of all who live, do business and work
within the area.
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council is working
with partners to organise a free event during the
two-week festival which will focus on engaging
with businesses in the Borough to help them grow.
Final details are still being decided, but you can
register to be notified about this event and future
events by emailing your business details to:
business@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.
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We would also like to hear from the business
community about any topics they would like to be
covered at future events, so please let us know
your ideas!
For more information about the Leicester Business
Festival or to get involved, visit their website at:
www.leicesterbusinessfestival.com.

Have your say on the Borough’s emerging
new Local Plan
The role of the Local Plan is to set out the longterm development strategy and strategic priorities
for the Borough area. The new Local Plan’s
strategy will consider the future role of places
within the Borough, (for example South Wigston,
Wigston, Oadby and Kilby Bridge) and will make
decisions on where new development should be
concentrated and where it should not.
The new Local Plan will identify:
• where, and how many, new homes should be
built
• the locations where businesses need more land
to expand
• which areas within the Borough need to be
regenerated
• where new shops should be located
• which areas should be protected from
development
Areas which may be protected from development
include; open spaces, the countryside and
historical heritage assets among others.
During the winter of 2016 the Council consulted
with the public on the Preferred Options Local Plan
document. The document set out the Council’s
preferred approach, for example, towards delivering
development, for conservation of heritage and
biodiversity, and for protection and enhancement of
open spaces, up to the year 2036.

The Council had a great response to the
consultation from members of the public, as well
as key stakeholders including local businesses and
other organisations.
Having taken account of all comments received
during the consultation last winter, the Council
has produced what is essentially the final draft
Local Plan that it wishes to send to the Planning
Inspectorate for their approval.
The draft Local Plan deals with a plethora of
different elements within the Borough and the
Council is now seeking comments from the public
and key stakeholders on this draft Plan, named the
‘Pre-submission Local Plan’.
The document is due to be publicly consulted
upon during the winter of 2017. The actual dates of
consultation have yet to be finalised, however once
they have been, the Council will advertise them
widely.
For further details, please visit the Council’s
website at http://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
If you would like further information about the Local
Plan or would like to be notified about upcoming
planning consultations please email your details to
planningpolicy@oadby-wigston.gov.uk.
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New pest control services
The Council is expanding its pest control service in order to
provide high quality services to not only domestic properties,
but also business customers in the commercial sector.
Using our qualified and expert staff we can now offer a competitively priced
range of services with proven results. Bookings can be made through our
Customer Service Centre and time slots will be allocated to suit you.

Pest Control
Services

A list of available services and prices are given below:

Contact the Customer Contact Centre on 0116 288 8961 to book a free quote from our pest control team,
or email environmental.health@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
TREATMENTS

CHARGES FROM JULY 17

Rats

£90 inc. three treatments

Mice

£90 inc. three treatments
£180 inc. three treatments.

Bedbugs

Additional visits will be charged at £60 per visit

Fleas

£80 Additional visits will be charged at £40 per visit

Squirrels

£90 inc. three treatments.
Additional visits will be charged at £45 per visit
£66 for one nest.

Wasps

Additional nests will be charged at £45 each

Cockroaches

£200 inc. three treatments.
Additional visits will be charged at £35 per visit

Identification of pests

£70

Christmas family craft fair
Brocks Hill will be hosting their annual Christmas
family craft fair on Saturday 25 November, at
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre.
The fair will host a fantastic array of local craft and charity stalls,
with lots to do and see for all the family.
Father Christmas will also be making a guest appearance, giving the
younger ones the opportunity to share what they would like for
Christmas this year. The event starts at 10:30am and will finish at 3:30pm
that afternoon. The event is free to attend and parking is available.
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby LE2 5JJ.
Tel: 0116 257 288
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Celebrating Wigston’s heritage
Earlier this year the Wigston Civic Society held a very
successful walk around the historic parts of Wigston
Magna to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Civic
Amenities Act of 1967 – an Act which enabled local
authorities to create conservation areas.
In Wigston there are four conservation areas: All Saints
(1977); The Lanes (1981); Spa Lane (1989 and Midland
Cottages (1989). There is also one conservation area
around Blaby Road in South Wigston (1989), with an
additional linear conservation area along the canal at Kilby
Bridge and South Wigston (2000).
For those who missed the walk or would like to learn more
about these buildings, there will be an illustrated public
lecture event, held by historian and author Peter Cousins on
Thursday 14 September at 7:30pm.
Peter will be showing pictures of the conservation areas
and other significant buildings situated in the Borough, and
reminding us of those commemorated in the Blue Plaques of
Wigston and South Wigston, erected 10 years ago in 2007.
The public lecture will be taking place at Age UK, Paddock
Street, Wigston, LE18 2AN. Refreshments will be served
from 7pm.
Tickets cost £3 per person and can be purchased by calling
0116 2884638 or 07813 782899

Parking on the pavement
Residents of Oadby and Wigston may have experienced
situations where a vehicle is parked partially (or entirely) on
the pavement, giving pedestrians no option but to squeeze
by or walk into the road.
Parking on the pavement can have an effect on everyone
in the community but especially more vulnerable members
of the Borough, such as those with children, people using
a wheelchair or mobility scooter or residents living with a
disability.
Indeed, it is reported that some local authorities are
demanding powers to replicate by-laws in London which
ban pavement parking. Leicester City Council has also
taken positive action by making provisions for parking in
certain areas, and the Wigston Civic Society continue to
work towards a permanent solution.

This is a big issue for our local community and
residents are asked to consider pedestrians and
vulnerable members of the Borough when forced
to park partly on the footpath.
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Conservation volunteering opportunities
The Heritage Lottery funded ‘Natural Discovery Volunteer Project’ is
offering conservation volunteering opportunities from their off-site locations
at Fludes Lane, Oadby, and Pochin’s Bridge in South Wigston.
Tasks currently carried out by the Conservation Volunteers Organisation
(TCV) include; coppicing, small tree felling, scrub control and litter picking
to name a few. You can now offer to volunteer these services during our
morning sessions, run between 10am to 1pm on the dates listed below.

Fludes Lane

Pochin’s Bridge

Meeting at the entrance point to Fludes
Lane on the Severn Road crossing

Meeting at the entrance point to
Pochin’s Bridge off Windlass Drive

Friday 22nd September
Sunday 1st October
Friday 20th October
Sunday 5th November
Friday 24th November
Sunday 10th December
Friday 15th December
Sunday 7th January
Friday 26th January

Sunday 17th September
Friday 6th October
Sunday 15th October
Friday 10th November
Sunday 19th November
Friday 8th December
Friday 12th January
Sunday 21st January

If you’d like to attend a session please contact Jennifer Lucas on: jennifer.lucas@oadby-wigston.gov.uk,
or 0116 2572863. Or Clive Forty on: c.forty@tcv.org.uk or 0116 2710178.

Adult events programme
at Brocks Hill
Our specialised programme of events for adults is
back with a flourish. With the crafts sessions having
been especially popular in the past, we are building
on this to bring you something new and exciting
alongside the familiar favourites.
We are also working on broadening experiences
within the natural environment to encourage our
visitors to have an enjoyable time with like-minded
people through a range of courses that demonstrate
areas of our natural heritage.
More details about the workshops and activities
available can be found in our adult discovery
sessions booklet available at Brocks Hill, and on
our website.
To book or for more information,
call 0116 257 2888, email informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or visit our website,
at www.brocks-hill.co.uk.
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ
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Strong and Steady
Are you over 65?
Do you feel a little unsteady on your feet?
Would you like to improve your balance?

If so, why not come along to our gentle
strength and balance exercise class?
Mondays 2 – 3pm
Wednesdays 12:30 – 1:30pm
Fridays 1:30 – 2:30pm
Parklands Leisure Centre
Oadby LE2 5QG
£2.70 per session or £25 upfront for 12 sessions

Friday mornings, Parklands Leisure Centre,
Oadby.
Gentle stroll: 9.30am
Moderate walk: 10.30am
Call Sara Davies on: 0777 595 0084 or
email: saradavies@saradavies.com

To book your place or for more information,
please contact
Sara Davies on 07775950084
or sara@saradavies.com

Lead Volunteers Wanted!
In line with the sustainability element of the Heritage Lottery funded Natural
Discovery Volunteer project, we are looking for additional ‘Lead Volunteers’
to manage our off-site volunteer days. The two key locations are Fludes
Lane in Oadby and Pochin’s Bridge in South Wigston.

Diabeaters
Do you have Type 2 Diabetes?
Would you like to manage it better whilst
improving your health?

A Lead Volunteer is someone who is dedicated, organised and passionate
about working with volunteers to maintain and improve their local green
spaces. All training and Personal Protective Equipment will be provided, but
a genuine interest in working outdoors is a must.
Responsibilities include:

Carrying out practical conservation work

Giving tool safety talks to volunteers

Leading tasks and managing volunteers

Driving the volunteer vehicle to off-site locations

Organising tools and refreshments

Liaising with Brocks Hill and the Park Warden
Lead Volunteer Benefits include:

Access to free practical training courses

First Aid training

Safeguarding, Health & Safety/Vulnerable Adult training

Gaining practical conservation skills, teamwork and leadership skills

General work experience
If you’d like to be considered as a Lead Volunteer please contact Jennifer
Lucas, Oadby & Wigston Borough Council:
jennifer.lucas@oadby-wigston.gov.uk 0116 2572863
or Clive Forty, The Conservation Volunteers (TCV):
c.forty@tcv.org.uk 0116 2710178

If so why not come along to our fun, low impact
exercise and nutrition classes. Which are
designed to build up your fitness, whilst you
learn more about healthy food choices.
Mondays 6 – 7pm
Parklands Leisure Centre
Oadby LE2 5QG
£2.70 per session or £25 upfront for 12 sessions
To book your place or for more information,
please contact
Sara Davies on 07775950084
or sara@saradavies.com

‘JUST’ women and girls programme

‘JUST Get Involved’ is a girls only, eight-week programme for girls and women over the age of 16. The
programme aims to support those hoping to become more physically active through a variety of sessions
held across Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.
All sessions cost £3 per person, with the first session free – all participants must register beforehand to
receive their free session code, at www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk/just-women-and-girls-programme.
T-shirts and water bottles will be available to participants on the day as part of the JUST rewards system.

Sundays

Mondays

Wednesdays

Activities: Boxing and skipping
Venue: Walter Charles Centre,
Oadby LE2 5QF
Time: 12pm to 1pm

Activities: Zumba
Venue: Conservative Club,
South Wigston LE18 4PB
Time: 7pm to 8pm

Activities: Tennis
Venue: Oadby Granville
Tennis Club LE2 4AB
Time: 6pm to 7pm

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Activities: Running
Venue: Wigston Leisure Centre
LE18 2DP
Time: 7pm to 8pm

Activities: Back to Netball
Venue: Parklands Leisure Centre
LE2 5QG
Time: 7pm to 8pm

starting 3rd Sept

starting 6th Sept

starting 4th Sept

starting 6th Sept

starting 6th Sept

More information can be found on our website at
www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk. Alternatively contact
kane.radford@oadby-wigston.gov.uk for more details.

Getting back into netball
Did you once play netball at school, or have
you ever wanted to learn to play?
Parklands Leisure Centre and Active Oadby and Wigston have
launched a new netball training session for those who would
like to try, improve or excel.
The sessions run every Thursday from 7pm to 8pm at
Parklands Leisure Centre, and everybody is welcome.
For further information please email parklandsinfo@
everyoneactive.com.
More information can be found on their website at
www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk.
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“ We are really excited
to be launching this
program and with
support from Oadby
and Wigston Borough
Council we have been
able to get people
back into netball.”
Gareth Medway,
Parklands Activity Manager.

Fun family time and exercise all in one
Swimming is one of the best ways to stay fit and healthy
and it can be enjoyed by people of all ages and abilities.
It uses most of the muscles in your body and exercises
the most important, your heart. It’s also a skill that can
help to prevent incidents and keep people safe.
A recent report from Swim England revealed that one in
three children leave primary school unable to swim, and
that one in six parents admits to never taking their child
swimming.
Everyone Active aims to improve these statistics by
encouraging more people to develop this life-saving skill.
It offers award-winning swimming lessons to children
as young as four months, building confidence in and
around water. There are also inflatable sessions and
family fun swims designed to keep the whole family
active in the water.
So if you’re looking for fun and exciting ways to get your
family active then look no further than your nearest
Everyone Active leisure centre. Visit
www.everyoneactive.com to find out more.

Oadby & Wigston Sports Awards
Who will get your vote?

Nominations

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Everyone Active
and the Local Sport Alliance ‘Active Oadby & Wigston’,
have teamed up once again to host the prestigious
Oadby and Wigston Sports Awards, 2017.

The awards focus on achievements made
between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017,
with the exception of the ‘Unsung Hero’ award,
which is not restricted to this twelve-month period.
All shortlisted nominees will be invited to attend
the official awards evening.

Over the next few months the search to find Oadby
& Wigston’s most talented sportsmen and women,
inspirational volunteers, coaches and physical activity
participants will begin.
For more information please contact Avril Lennox,
on: 0116 257 2673 or at: avril.lennox@oadby-wigston.
gov.uk.

The deadline for nominations is Monday 9
October, 2017. All nominees must either live,
attend school, volunteer or represent a club within
the Borough of Oadby and Wigston. Nominations
can be submitted via www.activeoadbywigston.
org.uk/sport-awards-2017.
Local residents, clubs, groups and schools are
encouraged to submit nominations, so that
individuals of all ages can be recognised for their
achievements. The full list of award categories can
be found on the council website.
The awards evening will take place on Wednesday
22 November, 2017, at the Parklands Leisure
Centre in Oadby. Guests are advised to arrive by
5:30pm for a 6pm start.
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Activities for everyone
October half term at Brocks Hill
This October half term will bring an opportunity for everyone in
the Borough to enjoy arts and craft sessions throughout the week.
All activities are pay-as-you-go and can be decided on the day.
Some mornings will begin with tutor-led activities, while for the
rest of the week there will be self-led crafts available for children.
The led morning sessions are drop-in, and will not have to be
booked in advance. They run from 10:30am to 12pm on Monday
16th, Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th October.
There will also be a taste of this year’s ‘Big Draw’, the theme of
which is ‘Living Lines’ - the art of animation.
For more information call Brocks Hill on 0116 257 2888,
email informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or visit
their website at www.brocks-hill.co.uk.

Virtual “Kids”

“ This really is one of
the most exciting
programs I have ever
seen, the coaches
are nationally and
internationally
renowned in their
field and the activities
are fun and innovative
for all ages.”

Parklands Leisure Centre is launching an
innovative new program for children aged
5 to 13.
The new Virtual “Kids” programme is a fun
and interactive session including activities
such as; martial arts, street dance, magic
tricks and football tricks, with many more to
come as the sessions develop.
Virtual “Kids” is held every Saturday from
10am and run on a 30-minute session
basis. For further information please email
parklandsinfo@everyoneactive.com.

Gareth Medway,
Parklands Activity Manager.

October half-term holiday
activity camps
Parklands Leisure Centre will once again be hosting its
holiday activity camp throughout the October half-term
holidays.
The ever-popular camp will include various activities
including sports, arts and crafts, a bouncy castle,
swimming and lots more. Children aged between 5 and
14 can be booked on for the day or the week and with
very competitive pricing.
The activity camp will run throughout the school
holidays and it is highly recommended that you prebook in advance as spaces fill up fast. Lunch can be
provided at a very reasonable cost.
For more details please call Parklands reception on
0116 272 0789.
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“ The holiday camps are going
from strength to strength with
lots of children coming along,
becoming more active, meeting
new friends and most of all
having lots of fun”
Gareth Medway,
Parklands Activity Manager.

Shared reading, higher education grants
and Libraries Week
Join the Oadby and Wigston shared reading group
Do you have an interest in short stories and poetry, or would you like to join a friendly,
light-hearted group of like-minded people?
The Leicestershire Shared Reading group meets at Oadby Library every Friday morning
from 10.15 to 11.45, where pre-picked stories and poems are read aloud to the group.
The Leicestershire Shared Reading group also run
a Wigston session which meets on Wednesday
mornings between 10.30 and 12pm.
The sessions include discussions on the chosen
pieces and an opportunity to share your thoughts to
the group. All sessions are free and you are invited
to come as often or as little as you like.
Contact leicssharedreading@gmail.com for more
information

Grants for higher education students aged 18-25
If you are a resident of the parish of Oadby and are in or will be going into
higher education, whether university or a level 4 or above apprenticeship,
the Oadby Educational Foundation (OEF) may be able to help.
The OEF provides financial support in the form of a book grant, or by
funding specialist tools to begin a new career.
After 31 August you can call into St Peter’s Centre, Wigston Road,
Oadby, LE2 5QE to collect an application form.
Applications must be made by Friday 6 October including
a stamped and addressed envelope.

Discover Libraries
Week
Join us at Oadby and Wigston Libraries from
Monday 9 to Saturday 14 October and discover our
great range of activities and services.
Programmes will be available to pick up from
participating libraries closer to the date.
• Family games and activities
• Managing your stress and helping you sleep
• Helping you finding a hobby
• Story sessions for adults and children
• Digital drop-ins
• And much more.

CommunityNews
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The Oadby & Wigston Rotary Clubs

Music in the Park
The Wigston Rotary Club held its annual
‘Music in the Park’ event at Wistow in June.
Local cover band, Double Yellers, and the award winning
Ratby Co-operative Brass Band provided an excellent
evening of entertainment which ended with a fabulous
firework display against the backdrop of Wistow Hall.

THE CURE
FOR LITTER IS
IN ALL OF
OUR HANDS

Though the weather could have been kinder on the
night, the rain didn’t stop people from attending and an
enjoyable night was had by all.
Music in the Park was held in support of LOROS Hospice,
Young Leicestershire and other Rotary charitable causes,
and raised around £5,500 in total.
Wigston Rotary Club is grateful to everyone who helped
throughout the event and to all those attending who made
the evening such a worthwhile and enjoyable one.

Oadby Rotary Club welcomes
their new president
New President for the
Rotary Club of Oadby is
Rtn. John Fowlds, who
is photographed here
with his team. The
Rotary Club has been
very active this year
working alongside
Oadby and Wigston
Borough Council for
their Pride of the Borough Campaign.
Wigston Rotary Club is grateful to everyone who
helped throughout the event and to all those attending
who made the evening such a worthwhile and
enjoyable one.
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Busy year for President
of Wigston Rotary Club
Outgoing President Kevin Howard
congratulated long standing Rotarian, Tim
Alton, on his appointment as President of
Wigston Rotary Club, in addition to his role as
Club Secretary.
The Rotary Club raises around £10,000 a year
for local charitable causes and Tim intends to
continue with a mix of social and fundraising
events throughout his year. Membership
enquiries are always welcome.
81 year-old Tim is already an active volunteer
within the community, including his continued
involvement with the 112th Leicester Scout
Group and Framework Knitters Museum in
Wigston, so he’s in for a very busy year.

The Oadby & Wigston Rotary Clubs’

The Rotary Club of Oadby Memory Café
The Rotary Club of Oadby run a regular
Memory Café on the second Monday
and fourth Friday of every month, for
people living with Dementia and their
carers.
The Café is held at The Trinity
Methodist Church, Oadby, and enables
people to meet up in a warm, relaxing
environment and engage socially with
people in similar situations.

During the morning, for a small
charge, refreshments are provided
alongside a range of Dementia
friendly activities, including arts and
crafts, games, puzzles, singing and
reminiscing.
If you would like to come along to one
of our mornings, please contact
Mandy Penfold on 0116 241 4455 or
Karen Storey on 0116 212 7631.

Is your local pub a community asset?
The Royal Oak, The Firs, The Queen’s Head,
The Marquess of Queensberry, and now The
Nautical William – this is just a small number
of the many pubs in Wigston alone which have
closed in the past decade.
There are many other venues which fulfil
important social functions as well as their main
purpose; a village shop, Post Office, park or
playing field or community or youth centre could
all be of social importance to your community,
but in recent years many have been closed or
sold for redevelopment.

What can be done to prevent the
closing down of even more places
valued by the community?
These centres can now be registered with Oadby
& Wigston Borough Council as an Asset of
Community Value (ACV) by a community interest
group. If the owner of an ACV wants to sell, they
must notify the Council who will in turn inform the
interest group.
Interest groups are then entitled to bid for the
property and are given six months in which to raise
funds and prepare a business plan to use the asset
for local people.
Is there a pub, sports field or community hall near
you that is enjoyed by local people and could be
protected by listing as a community asset?
If so, please contact:

secretary@wigstoncivicsociety.org.uk
with your suggestions.
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Our Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year
Citizen of the Year
Mr Carl Walter was awarded Citizen of the Year
by former Mayor, Councillor Robert Eaton, at the
Council’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)
on 16 May.
He was awarded this honour for the tremendous
work carried out in South Wigston, including helping
to organise Christmas Capers, Tesco Fun Day and
work with the Church to organise events for the
local community, among others.
Carl is passionate about the community and it
shows in the work he does. Carl is also Vice
Chair of South Wigston Chambers, creates and
distributes the Wigston Chambers Newsletter four
times a year and is currently working to get the
South Wigston Youth Group up and running.

Young Citizen of the Year
Devina Amliwala was awarded Young Citizen of the Year by former Mayor, Councillor Robert Eaton,
at the Council’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 16 May. At just 17 years of age Devina is already
on the brink of success.
She was awarded this honour for her
enthusiastic commitment to the local
community. Devina is active within her
local church and has taken it upon herself
to share her love of music, honed through
involvement in the Leicestershire Symphony
Student Orchestra, through carolling at the
church and by tutoring younger students
at Wigston Academy in after-school music
clubs.
Devina is also part of the Student
Executive’s body at Beauchamp College
whose work positively impacts on the
experience of each pupil at the school.
She is someone who truly understands
the meaning of the term ‘citizen’, having
participated in the National Citizen Service
where she spent four weeks developing
her own skills whilst working to better her
local community, and then successfully
fundraising over £1,000 for her group’s
chosen charity at the end of the project.
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Meet your new Mayor
At the AGM on 16 May Councillor Mrs Samia Haq was
elected to the position of Mayor and Councillor David Carter
was elected as Deputy Mayor.
Councillor Haq has lived in Leicestershire for over 20 years.
She is married to Zuffar and they have three young boys
and run a small business together. Samia, who has been a
Councillor for Oadby Uplands ward for almost 10 years, said
“being a Councillor has been, without a doubt, the most
amazing experience. It has provided me with an opportunity
to help others and to better myself in the process”.
Samia has served as a Governor at Manor High School and
as a previous committee member of Oadby Stakeholders,
She is proud to have been involved in some great projects
within the Borough and will continue to play an active role
throughout her Mayoral year.
Outside of politics her interests are reading, cooking, and
watching Leicester City, and Samia is also in her final year
as a Politics student at Leicester University.
Councillor Haq said, “Being the first female Muslim Mayor
in Leicestershire I feel my appointment is a vindication
of how, in this beautiful Borough, we are advancing the
cause of equality. I hope my appointment will serve as an
inspiration to others and as the First Citizen of the Borough,
I look forward to busy times ahead in representing the
Borough of Oadby and Wigston and meeting as many
people as possible to make it a memorable year for all of us”.
Over the next 12 months The Mayor’s nominated charity will be the Leicester Children’s Hospital. She will
be fundraising throughout the year to raise money so the hospital can continue with the tremendous work
they do in providing excellent and compassionate care for poorly and special needs children.

Former Mayor’s charity check presentation
To mark the end of his year in office, former Mayor of Oadby
and Wigston, Cllr Robert Eaton presented a cheque to his
chosen charity, Leicestershire Children’s Holiday Centre
(Mablethorpe), on Wednesday 28 June.
The Chairman of LCHC, Shaun O’Donnell was on hand to receive
the cheque for an impressive sum of £9,515.66 at a ceremony
hosted by the Council. He said, “This amount really is a magnificent
achievement for such a small geographical area; it will make a big
difference as funds for the charity are much needed and they rely
purely on donations, credit to the generous people of the Borough”.
Shaun and Rob were joined by Council staff and key local supporters, who helped organise a wide range of
events and activities across the Borough during Cllr Eaton’s Mayoral year. These included: Tesco, Wigston
Academy, Cuisine of India, Rev. Steve Bailey, the Magna Music Makers, the Royal Society of St George,
Oadby & Wigston Lions Club, the Memorial Charity Fund and many, many more.
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The Oadby & Wigston Lions Club
A big thank you
The best part of fund-raising is at the end when you can
give the funds to the charities! This is what Oadby &
Wigston Lions did at their recent presentation night, where
the funds raised were given to the following charities;
•
•
•
•
•

Mablethorpe Children’s Home
Medical Detection Dogs
Parkinson’s UK
Warning Zone
Wigston Gateway Club

The Lions Club would like to thank everyone who supported events throughout the year and donated by
putting money in collection buckets.

155 years’ worth of celebration

This year’s charity concert was produced by Oadby and
Wigston Lions Club and the Bardi Wind Orchestra, who
celebrated 155 years of success in one afternoon.
The collaboration was between the centenary of the Lions,
25 years of the Bardi Wind Orchestra and 30 years of this year’s chosen
charity, Leicestershire’s branch of Motor Neurone Disease Association.
Over 700 guests enjoyed an afternoon of music from two international soloists,
Jenny Saunders and David Morris, and Martin Ballard from Radio Leicester as the compère.
Photographs by Neville Chadwick Photography, Wigston, Leicester. From: David Swanson, PRO, Oadby & Wigston Lions Club.
Mobile 07860 379193
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The Oadby & Wigston Lions Club
There’s a lion loose in the area
Jenny Fyfe handed over the badge of office to Richard Darlaston,
the new Lions Club president for 2017/18 at the clubs June meeting.
The club are currently seeking new members – if you are interested
contact the club: owlionsclub@live.co.uk.

Flower bed to celebrate Lions Club centenary
Oadby & Wigston Borough Council and the
Friends of Peace Memorial Park have recognised
the Lions Club’s centenary by planting a central
flower bed at the park bearing the Lions Club
badge. The flower bed is situated next to the park
railings – a prime position for passers by over the
summer.
Admiring the flower bed are members of the
Oadby & Wigston Lions Club; Nev Chadwick,
Kevin Loydall, Jenny Fyfe, Keith Lawson-West,
Chris Huscroft and Richard Darlaston.

Two in a bed
Oadby & Wigston Lions Club recently assisted
the Friends of Peace Memorial Park in Wigston
with their new rose bushes, planted to brighten
up the memorial area and benefit the many
visitors to the park.
Here’s Richard Darlaston and Jenny Fyfe helping
to look after the rose beds.

The big lunch
Members of Oadby and Wigston Lions Club were
on hand to aid the organisation of the big lunch
event on Bell Street, Wigston.
The club aided by setting up tables, litter picking,
directing traffic and ensuring that everyone
enjoyed the afternoon.
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Pride of the Borough
First World War
Memorial Seat in
Oadby
In commemoration of just over
100 years since the First World War,
the Oadby Civic Society (OCS) has
donated a one-of-a-kind memorial
bench in honour of our fallen heroes.
The bench was designed and built by
David Ogilvie Engineers of Kilmarnock,
and the project was funded by the
Oadby Village Hall Trust, with support
from Pride of the Borough and the
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council.
The bench is now situated on the
green space opposite Oadby War
Memorial and St Peter’s Church.

Floral Display Competition
It has been another wonderful year for the floral display
competition, with some glorious front gardens on show.
It was particularly difficult for the judges to pick an overall
winner this year, and in fact due to the high standard of entrants
it came down to half marks to determine the winner. Pride of the
Borough are pleased to announce that the category winners are:
Best front garden: E Brooker of Wigston
Best container: L Connolly of Wigston
Most unusual container:
Timber Street Day care Centre, South Wigston
Best retail/commercial (large):
Leicester Racecourse
Best retail/commercial (small):
Star & Garter Wigston
Most environmentally friendly front garden: xxxx
Pride of the Borough would like to thank all entrants for
their hard work and dedication. Everyone who entered the
competition will receive a certificate indicating the level of their
achievement, of which there were seven entries deemed to be of
Gold Standard.
The winners will be presented with their certificate and trophy at
our awards and celebration evening in late October.
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Pride of the Borough

You may have noticed the purple crocuses which
Oadby and Wigston Rotary groups planted last
autumn on William Gunning park and have since
bloomed this spring.
It has been suggested that the park could be
further enhanced with daffodils and so Pride of the
Borough are appealing to residents who may like
to volunteer their time to help plant daffodils this
coming autumn.

The daffodil bulbs will be
provided by Pride of the
Borough and funded by our
Membership Card scheme.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
provided for all volunteers.

This project has been running for four years and to
date 25,000 crocus and daffodil bulbs have been
planted in the Borough of Oadby and Wigston.
To: Pride of the Borough Bulb Planting 2017

✃

The proposed date is Saturday
21 September, though this can
be confirmed by contacting
Pride of the Borough on
07874228491, or emailing potb.
oadbywigston@gmail.com.

To enable Pride of the Borough to gauge the
interest in the project and how many bulbs to order,
they would appreciate if you can indicate your
support for this project by completing the tear off
strip and delivering to the address shown, or by
email or phone, by the end of September 2017.

✃

Bulb Planting Project 2017

Name:
Contact No:
Email:
Address:

I would be delighted to join in with the bulb planting.
Signed:
Send to: Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre,
Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ.
Email: potb.oadbywigston@gmail.com Call: 07874228491

East Midlands in Bloom
& Britain in Bloom
It has been a busy summer, with entries into two
competitions entailing a visit from East Midlands
in Bloom judges in early July and Britain in Bloom
judges in early August.
Both visits took the judges on a three-hour tour
of all town centres, visiting Peace Memorial Park,
Blaby Road Park, Aylestone Lane and Brocks Hill
Country Park.
The tour continued with a meeting of several
groups of volunteers who had gathered at
Portland Walk, seeing the colourful floral displays
at Leicester Racecourse and concluding at the
University Botanic Garden.
Though we know from both sets of judges that
they thoroughly enjoyed their time in the Borough,
we will not know the outcome until the awards
presentations in mid-September for East Midlands
in Bloom and the end of October for Britain in
Bloom.

Oadby and Wigston has been successful over the
past seven years in gaining a Gold Award in the
regional competition and Pride of the Borough
are hopeful of retaining that standard this year.
The outcome will be in the next edition of Letterbox
and also on the Pride of the Borough Facebook
page and via Twitter.
Pride of the Borough produce a portfolio to
highlight the work that goes on throughout the year
- copies are available in local libraries and can be
viewed on their website at
www.prideoftheborough.org.
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Pride of the Borough
Membership Card
The Pride of the Borough Membership Card is a discount card made
available to residents of the Borough which entitles them to large
discounts across 44 local businesses. The card costs just £5 and can
be purchased either for yourself or as a gift from the Council service
desk in Oadby Library, from the Council Customer Services desk in
Bell Street and Brocks Hill Visitor Centre.
The 2017 card is still available to purchase. The 2018 card will be
available from Friday 1 December from the above
outlets. It can then be used immediately. Several
people purchased it last year as a Christmas gift for
friends or family, and at the end of July there were a
total of 663 members with the 2017 card.

Edinburgh Woollen Mill, Wigston

Membership discounts:
In Oadby, Grange Farm give 25% and Paul’s
Kitchen 20% off the total bill, Monday to Thursday
when dining. Cheikhos give 2 for 1 on mains.

Paul’s Kitche
n,

In Wigston, Cuisine of India give 2 for 1 on mains
and Two Steeples give 20% off the total bill when
dining Monday to Friday. The recently opened Rockies Dessert
House gives 20% off the total bill all week.

Oadby

Popular with our members are Henry Smith & Hamylton Ltd who
give 15% off complete spectacles and Ken Bailey at Wistow who
gives 10% off all goods. Edinburgh Woollen Mill and Ponden Home
Interiors are giving 10%, as are Oadby DIY shops and Wigston DIY
if you spend over £10.

Mobility Shop, Oadby

Motorists can get discounts at K.Tee Motor Centre in South Wigston
and at Epic Accessories in Oadby.
Other businesses offering discounts are:
Avon Cosmetics, Brocks Hill Cafe, Chestnuts
Coffee, Leics. Chauffeurs, Mobility, Newton
Fallowell, Parklands Cafe, The Cafe and
Zeph’s in Oadby, Fins, Furs & Feathers,
Floors by Design, Kids & Totz, John Heath
Seafood, Mercury News, Mr. Beanbags,
Navigation Inn, Pennywise, Health Store and
Ramada Stage restaurant in Wigston and
Home Power DiY, Hunter’s Estate agents,
Lord’s Electrical, Treehouse Cafe and
Venture into Vintage in South Wigston.
Restrictions may apply to all offers.

Pride of the Borough Membership Application Form (please fill in CAPITAL letters)
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name

Surname

Address

Post Code

Telephone Number

Email
I enclose £5 membership fee signed
Cheques made payable to Pride of the Borough (Oadby & Wigston)
Please send your completed form with payment to:
PotB Membership, Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby,
Leicester, LE2 5JJ

Contact Pride of the Borough
If you would like to know more or get involved please contact Pride of the Borough via email: potb.oadbywigston@
gmail.com or visit our web site: www.prideoftheborough.org. You can also follow us on
Facebook: /PrideoftheBorough/ and Twitter: @Prideoftheboro
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