Letterbox
Residents’ newsletter published by Oadby and Wigston Borough Council

Autumn 2016

Our Way to Better Customer Care

What have we been up to?

As we wave goodbye to Summer, we look back on a fantastic range of events
that have been held over recent months, including: the Brocks Hill Garden
Party (p.10), Queens 90th birthday fun-day (p.16) at Parklands Leisure Centre,
and also the Oadby Remembers (p.12-13) and the plaque laying ceremony in
memory of Sergeant William Ewart Boulter VC from the Borough (p.11). We
also announced the Citizen of the Year as Bhavin Gohil of Oadby (p.10).

Fundraising

Our local societies and clubs have been busy raising money for local charities
and causes (p6-8), including Oadby Civic Society who have worked hard to
gather funds to replace the street furniture on Burton’s Corner in Oadby (p.8).

Autumn events and activities

There’s even more happening as we head into the final few months of 2016.
Brocks Hill can entertain the little ones during the October half-term with a
variety of Halloween-based activities (p.15), a Christmas craft fair (p.14) and
they also have a new permanent orienteering courses pack available from the
Brocks Hill shop too (p.15). The annual Christmas Capers event will also be
taking place in South Wigston (p.22).

Get active

Parklands Leisure Centre will be hosting the Oadby & Wigston Awards
Evening in October. Why not nominate your local sport and physical activity
heroes for an award? (p.17) There’s a holiday activity camp, Fun to be Fit club
and children’s party packages available too (p.16-19).

For businesses

A free networking event is taking place as part of the Leicester Business
festival in October. We also have opportunities for you to advertise your
products, services or events on the digital display screens in the Oadby and
Wigston town centres.

For job seekers

Currently unemployed? The Council will be hosting a jobs fair to help people
into work or training, deciding on the most suitable path for you (p.2).

Have your say

We are inviting you to have a further say in the new local plan (p.3) and
proposed changes to the Council Tax Support Scheme (p.5). Remember to let
us know if you have any changes in circumstances too with regards to your
Council Tax as this could effect how much you are eligible to pay (p.4).

Read on for more details on all this and more!

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council
Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire LE18 2DR
T: 0116 288 8961 F: 0116 288 7828 www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Digital Display Screens
Advertising Opportunities
Businesses can now advertise their
products, services and events on digital
display screens located in Oadby and
Wigston’s busy town centres.
The display screens, which were installed
as part of a recent regeneration project,
are located in Oadby Centre, Oadby, and
on the corner of Bell Street, Wigston. A
new display screen is due to be installed in
South Wigston town centre later this year.
Those who wish to advertise commercially
can do so for as little as £20 +VAT per
week. Community groups advertising
events or free services can do so for free.
If you are interested in advertising on one
of the digital display screens, please email
towncentremanager@oadby-wigston.
gov.uk or telephone 0116 257 2706.

Jobs and Skills
Fair
A Jobs and Skills Fair at Fosse Park
on Wednesday 28 September will
bring together local employers, jobseekers and employment support
services. Aimed at helping local
unemployed people into work or
training. This free event will be held
between 10.30am and 2pm on the
mezzanine floor above the food court.
This event is being led by Blaby
District Council in partnership with
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council,
Job Centre Plus and the Work
Placement Coordinator at Fosse Park.

Leicester Business
Festival
Local supply chain event
Following the success of last year’s inaugural Leicester Business
Festival the event will be back in 2016 from 24 October to 4
November. Organised by the Leicester and Leicestershire
Enterprise Partnership (LLEP), a business-led partnership between
the public and private sector, the festival looks to drive economic
growth across the region.
Locally we are hosting a free business event on the local business
supply chain to be held between 9am-1pm on Monday 31st
October in the Nelson Suite at Leicester Racecourse. It is aimed
at encouraging businesses to network and seek opportunities of
working together.
By promoting opportunities for your business to both sell to and
procure goods and services from companies you will support
the local supply chain to maximise the benefits to all the existing
businesses in the local area.
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Further details are available on the Leicester Business Festival
website http://leicesterbusinessfestival.com/

Annual Canvass
Every year Oadby & Wigston Borough Council are
required to write to every residential property in the
Borough to collect details of people who are entitled to
be registered to vote.
This year’s annual canvass started in August when
they sent a ‘Household Enquiry Form’ to over 23,000
residential properties in the Borough. As many of you
will already know, the form includes details of people in
the property who are currently registered to vote.
Mark Hall, Electoral Registration Officer for Oadby &
Wigston says, “It is important that residents respond
to the canvass so that we can publish an accurate and
up to date register in December 2016. This will be the
register used for the county council elections in May
2017 and any other elections that may be held next
year.”
The form allows residents to let the Council know if
there have been any changes – adding details of any
new residents or deleting the name of anybody who has
moved away.
It is quick and easy to confirm your households details:
- Online by visiting www.householdresponse.com/		
oadby-wigston
- By telephone on 0800 197 9871
- By texting NOCHANGE followed by the security code
printed on the form to 80212 (standard text charges 		
apply)
Any new residents who are eligible to vote will be sent
a registration form through the post or they can register
online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
For more information please contact the Council on
0116 288 8961, email electoral.services@gov.uk or
visit www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk.

Have Your Say on
Your Borough’s
Emerging New Local
Plan
During autumn last year, the Council consulted with
the public on the key challenges that the Borough
must seek to recognise and tackle within its emerging
new Local Plan. The Council had a good response
from members of public, as well as key stakeholders
from local businesses and other organisations.
Having taken stock of the comments received, the
Council is seeking further input from the public and
key stakeholders on what they consider to be the
preferred options for the emerging new Local Plan,
up to at least 2031.
This consultation document should be viewed
as a ‘first draft’ of the emerging new Local Plan.
Therefore, it is still very much a ‘work in progress’ as
far as the preferred options for future growth options
in the Borough are concerned.
The Council intends to consult on the emerging
Preferred Options Local Plan document for six weeks
between Friday November 4 2016 and
Friday December 16 2016.
The document will be made available in a range
of formats and at a number of publicly accessible
locations throughout the Borough, as well as
electronically on the Council’s website at http://
www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/pages/planning_
consultations
If you would like further information about the
Local Plan or would like to be notified about
upcoming planning consultations please email
planningpolicy@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
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Changes in Circumstances

Do you receive Housing Beneﬁt
and/or Council Tax Support?
Then you must tell us immediately about any changes
in your circumstances that may affect your entitlement
Why must I tell you about changes?
• It is your legal duty
• So we can pay you the correct amount of beneﬁt
• We don’t want to pay you too little or too much

What happens if I don’t tell you?
If you are paid too much

The types of changes that you need to tell
us about include:• You or your partner stop getting Income Support, Employment
and Support Allowance or Jobseekers Allowance
• You start work, change your job or change your hours
• You work any overtime or receive any commission or bonuses
• You move address

• Then you will probably have to pay this back

• Any change to you or your partner’s income, such as a wage
increase, a change in state beneﬁts or Tax Credits

• You may be prosecuted and ﬁned

• Your savings alter

If you are paid too little

• You stop getting Child Beneﬁt for one or more of your children

• Then you will be receiving less beneﬁt than you are entitled to

• Any of your children leave school

• You will be losing money

• Someone comes to live with you

• We can only usually backdate for a month so you could lose out

• Someone who was living with you leaves
• There is a change in the income of someone who lives with you

What changes do I need to tell you about?

Most things
• The list on the right tells you what kind of changes we need to
know about
• But remember the list is not exhaustive and may not include
everything you need to tell us about

If in doubt ask!

• Your rent changes and you are not a council tenant
• You get married or form a civil partnership, start living together
or living together as civil partners or separate
• Any other change which might affect your beneﬁt

How can I report a change?
• There are several options available please use the one
most convenient for you
• Please note we may have to ask for additional information
You can
• Visit our website www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
and use our online form or download a form to print off
and complete
• E-mail us at
• Visit our Customer Service Centre on Bell Street, Wigston
• Ring our Beneﬁt Team on 0116 288 8961 and choose
option 4 for Beneﬁts
• Use the form on our leaﬂet

TELL US!
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• Write to us at Oadby and Wigston Borough Council,
Council Ofﬁces, Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire,
LE18 2DR
• Use Leicestershire’s “Tell Us Once” scheme if you
are registering a birth or a death
www.leics.gov.uk/tellusonce

Council Tax Support Scheme Consultation
Have Your Say
Give us your views by Wednesday 28 September 2016
Council Tax Support is a means tested discount for people on low incomes to help them pay their Council Tax.
Along with all other councils in Leicester and Leicestershire we are reviewing our Council Tax Support scheme.
Under the current scheme, some people on low incomes only have to pay part of their annual Council Tax bill. The
minimum amount people have to pay is 15 per cent of their Council Tax bill.
Continued cuts in government funding means that Oadby and Wigston Borough Council need to make savings in
the future and some of these savings could be met by making changes to our Council Tax Support scheme. We are
consulting on a number of different options.
You can view the different options and tell us what you think by visiting: www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/ctsconsultation
If you need to complete a paper form you can download a copy from the council’s website :
www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/ctsconsultation, by visiting one of our Customer Service Centres at Bell St, Wigston
or Oadby Library or contact our Customer Service Team on 0116 2888961.
Please send completed paper forms to:
Council Tax Support Consultation, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Council Offices, Bushloe House,
Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire, LE18 2DR
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All Change at Wigston Rotary Club

Kevin Howard has recently been appointed
President of the Rotary Club of Wigston for the
2016/2017 Rotary year. At the same time, new Vice
Presidents were appointed and Club members were
briefed on plans for the year ahead.
The Rotary Club was first formed in 1976 and their
programme includes numerous social and fund
raising events and support for local young people
through Rotary sponsored youth competitions. In
the last 10 years alone the Club has raised over
£140,000 for various charitable causes.
Kevin said that since being a member of the Club,
he has enjoyed both fun and fellowship while
helping others and he hopes that it continues to do
so.
Enquiries from potential new members are always
welcome. Please contact Kevin on 07763977790
or via www.wigstonrotary.org.uk.

President Kevin Howard (left) being congratulated by
outgoing President Robert Bowman.

Music in the Park
The Rotary Club of Wigston’s annual Music in the Park
charity concert took place on June 11th at Wistow, in aid of
beneficiaries LOROS and Charity Link.
It was a fantastic night with music from 1960’s cover band,
Double Yellers, followed by music with a sporting theme, a
traditional “Last night of the proms” piece from award winning
brass band, Hathern Band and a synchronised fireworks display
to the theme from Doctor Who & The Eleventh Hour.
Unfortunately attendee numbers were lower than hoped for
as the concert clashed with other significant events, but those
who came had an enjoyable and entertaining evening, helping
Wigston Rotary Club
raise £3,410 for their
chosen causes.
Planning has already
started for the 2017
concert which will be
held on June 10 2017.
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Oadby & Wigston Lions Club
The South
Leicestershire
Gateway Club have
celebrated their
50th Birthday with
a commemorative
party. Oadby &
Wigston Lions Club
have been long
standing friends
of the Gateway Club for over 30 years and
had a great time manning the barbecue,
organising games and making sure the day
was enjoyed by all.

Lions Barry Albert, Richard Darlaston,
Iain Bell and Chris Huscroft made sure
everyone had plenty to eat.

The Lord Mayor & Mayoress of Oadby &
Wigston attended the event and Mayor Cllr
Robert Eaton even had a go at ‘Medieval
Stocks’, whilst Mayoress Cllr. Lyn Eaton and
the Lions President Jenny Fyfe threatened
him with very wet sponges!

Gateway Club members and friends
having a great time.

Oadby & Wigston Mayor Cllr. Rob Eaton in the stocks

The Lions Club Celebrate Another
Successful Charity Concert
Over 600 people attended the 8th annual charity concert organised by
Oadby and Wigston Lions Club and Bardi Wind Orchestra, in aid of
Menphys.
Menphys is a local charity which provides care, respite, special education
and social activities for local children and young people living with
disabilities, as well as support for their families.
Next year Bardi Wind Orchestra will be playing in aid of the Motor
Neurone Association on June 11, 2017. The event will also be a joint Lions
International Centenary celebration.
(From left to right) Ian Knight chairman of Menphys, PDG Alan Hall, Lions
International, Frances, Duchess of Rutland Patron of Menphys, Iain Bell president of
Oadby & Wigston Lions Club, Jenny Saunders and David Morris - Soloists

Lions Club Presentation Evening
Throughout the year the Oadby and Wigston Lions Club carry out many fundraising activities to raise money for local
charities across the Borough. Every July they hold a special presentation evening where donations are handed over to
the chosen charities.
This year’s presentation evening was a great success. Oadby & Wigston Deputy Mayor, Samia Haq, helped Club
President Iain Bell hand out the donations and trophies and medals were given to students who took part in the
Sponsored Swim earlier in the year.
Some of the charities who had donations on the
night.
Iain Bell, President of Oadby & Wigston Lions
Club, Zuffar Haq, Ian Knight Chairman of
Menphys, Samia Haq Oadby & Wigston Deputy
Mayor, Paula Fowle ‘Laura Centre’, Dave Nutting
‘Jigsaw’, Judy Hodgson and Colin Topwell from
the Gateway Club.
Club President Iain Bell with some of
the Kilby School pupils.

CommunityNews

7

Tesco South Wigston Receive an Award for
Deaf Awareness
Tesco Extra in South Wigston has become the
first major retail store to be awarded the ‘Makaton
Friendly’ award from Makaton Charity, Birkett House
School, for their continued contribution and efforts
with deaf and hard of hearing members of the
community.
The Makaton Charity run sign language workshops
which enable local residents and businesses to
better communicate with deaf and hard of hearing
residents, raising awareness and creating an
inclusive community for all.
Jerome Eatough, USDAW Learning Representative
for the store said: “We are delighted to have
received this award; Deaf Awareness is something
which we are consistently working towards within
our store and several of our colleagues have
chosen to take part in the workshops.”
The award was presented to the store by Kenny and
Nathan, two pupils from Birkett House, and will be
proudly displayed at the front entrance.

Oadby Civic Society
Upgrading of Burton’s Corner, Oadby
Last year Oadby and Wigston Borough Council
worked alongside Leicestershire County Council
to replace the paving and street furniture in The
Parade.

Thanks also go to Oadby and Wigston Borough
Council, particularly Margaret Smith, for placing the
orders for the seats and the litterbin and arranging the
installation works.

The renovations made created a much improved
environment in the center of Oadby, but
unfortunately the funding did not stretch far enough
to include the street furniture on Burton’s Corner.
Thankfully, due to help from the Oadby Civic
Society, local businesses and groups agreed to help
pay for the completion of the renovations.

The end result is there to be seen; three new stainless
steel seats and a litterbin matching those in The
Parade, which creates an improved visual entrance to
Oadby Town Centre.

Burton Corner was originally designed by the
Society, so they are very grateful to those who have
donated towards the cost of the renovation and
would like to give thanks to: Epic Accessories, The
Oadby Village Hall Fund, Oadby Residents Forum,
Waitrose, Oadby DIY and Brookside Construction
Ltd.

8

CommunityNews

Community Response Plans
Have you ever watched news of communities stranded
by floods and snow, and wondered what it might be like
if it happened here?
On 15 and 16 June 2016, 60mm of rainfall fell in just 24
hours resulting in floods in North West Leicestershire
unlike any seen in the area before.
It’s important that you consider these very real
possibilities and do not simply assume this will not
happen to you. It makes sense to prepare for the worst
and there’s a lot that communities can do to help
themselves.
A ‘Community Response Plan’ brings together a
group of residents who can assess the situation and
agree how they can best respond in order to limit the
impact on their community. This may include things
like checking on neighbours, opening a village hall to
provide shelter/hot meals, clearing snow and providing
information to emergency responders.
The LLR Prepared website (www.llrprepared.org.
uk/prepared-communities) provides a toolkit and
template to guide communities through the process of
putting a Community Response Plan together. Support
is also available from your local Resilience Officer who
will help to test your plan once it’s complete.
For more information email: emergency.
management@leics.gov.uk or phone 0116 305 6101.

LLR Prepared Week 2016 (10-14 October)
What is LLR Prepared Week?
LLR Prepared Week is an annual event in October
which provides Oadby & Wigston Borough Council with
an opportunity to focus on the important messages for
residents, communities and local businesses.

These are designed for use by groups and clubs, in
school classes, in the workplace and at home, and
will be available on the LLR Prepared website (www.
llrprepared.org.uk) from the beginning of October.

The week focuses on the preparation for a variety of
emergencies and the simple measures people can take
to avoid the worst. Whether it’s winter flu and power
cuts, April showers and flooding, or summer heat waves
and fires, LLR Prepared Week is about everyone being
‘Aware and Prepared’.

How can I get involved?

What’s happening this
year?

The tools provided can be used in the same way for
classroom activities and in workplace team meetings
or, alternatively, you could simply take a look at home
in your own time.

The Council’s Emergency Planning Team have put
together a package of simple activities and YouTube
video clips to encourage people to think about the
things they can do to become Aware and Prepared.

Please look out for further information and
reminders being circulated and broadcast nearer
the time.

If you are part of a club or organisation that meets
regularly, you could use the materials as the basis for
a quiz night or a group exercise.

CommunityNews
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A word from our Citizen of the Year 2016
Every year Oadby and Wigston Borough Council ask
residents to nominate their ‘Citizen of the Year’; a
member of the community who is always willing to help
or who has gone out to their way to make a positive
contribution to the lives of local residents or to their
environment.
Bhavin Gohil, has been awarded the title of Citizen of
the Year 2016 for his voluntary hard work and dedication
over recent years, despite disabilities caused by cerebral
palsy.
Bhavin is delighted with his achievement: “Becoming
Citizen of the Year 2016 came as a complete shock for
me; this honour is like being in a dreamland.
Everyone says I was given the award for being a good
citizen, but for myself, I enjoy helping and making a
difference to people and benefiting the community, even
if only by bringing a smile to someone’s face.”
Bhavin currently works with a variety of organisations
within Oadby and Wigston, including; Mosaic, Oadby
and Wigston Youth Council, Pride of the Borough, The
Carers Centre and Phoenix Therapies and Training.
“Finally I would like to close by saying that, if you try
dreams do come true.”

Brocks Hill Natural History Garden Party
The morning of June 5th arrived with the fear of more
heavy rain, but Brocks Hill was in luck with the weather
holding dry for their Natural History Garden Party, and
improving as the day went on.
The site was buzzing with a variety of stalls, locally
produced items to buy, children’s crafts, and specialists
sharing their knowledge and experience with visitors.
The dedicated Friends of Brocks Hill joined the day
with extra stalls and activities about Birds, Bees and
Butterflies - helping to emphasise the importance of
wildlife and Brocks Hill as a ‘Home of Natural History’
within the Borough.
Music could be heard from the Jubilee Amphitheatre
with local bands and a choir whilst a busker and young
cello players performed in the Sundial.
A new addition for 2016 was horse logging with Hamish
the Highland pony, who helped to move trees which had
been felled as part of the management of the Brocks Hill
Country Park site. Hamish also demonstrated the art of
harrowing along a grass ride.
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The event was officially opened by
Mayor Cllr Robert Eaton, who stated
Brocks Hill
that “None of this would have been
Country Park & Centre
possible if it wasn’t for the support of the
Edith Murphy Foundation, our Greening the Borough
partners and the hard work of many of the county and
local natural history and environmental groups and
individuals. This includes many inspired and dedicated
volunteers.”
He also thanked the many people, volunteers,
stallholders and performers for their part in the event.

Lest We Forget - Sergeant William Ewart
Boulter VC 1892-1955
Tributes were paid last month in honour of one Wigston-born hero’s commendable bravery and valour during the Great
War.
Sergeant William Ewart Boulter VC, No. 14603 6th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment, was awarded the coveted
Victoria Cross in 1916 for ‘Most Conspicuous Bravery’ during the First World War, when he was responsible for saving
many lives and aiding in the victory at Trones Wood, France.
The Sergeant, who passed away in 1955, was only the 730th soldier to be awarded the Victoria Cross and is a great
local hero for Wigston where he grew up. The service was intimate with prayers from Rev. Trevor Thurston-Smith and
Rev. Richard Eastman.
The Mayor of Oadby and Wigston, Councillor Robert Eaton attended the memorial service, at the Pocket Park in Bell
Street, along with over 100 local residents, family members, veterans and councillors, where a plaque was laid in his
honour.

CommunityNews
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Oadby Remembers WW1, A Living History
Day at Brocks Hill

On Saturday 2 July, Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre
was the setting for a day of memories, amazing facts,
re-enactments, period music and contemplation for over
2000 attendees of all ages.
The Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire, Lady Gretton
opened the event, respecting and honouring the sacrific
made by so many during the Great War. She went on
to welcome everyone, inviting them to find out and
experience more about life all those years ago.
With so much focus around the country on the brave
men and women of the first world war, and especially
those in the Battle of the Somme, it seemed only right to
take Oadby back to that era…

Traditional dancehalls and
music
Music and entertainment was all around the site. The
meeting room became a traditional village hall with
dancing demonstrations and opportunities for guests to
join in.
There was a band in the Jubilee Amphitheatre, two
roaming ukulele players, a singer serenading on the
back patio during lunchtime and storytellers in the
memorial area.
One visitor also returned later on in the day, having
experienced some of the event, with his wind up
gramophone and proceeded to play period records on it.
How wonderful was that!

Re-enactments of war
There were opportunities to see and participate in battle
re-enactments by The Blue Jackets of combat training,
including a cutlass drill where children were invited to
take part with their own foam cutlasses.
Guests took a walk through period trenches mown into
a meadow in the Country Park, to get a real feel for the
scale and closeness of a First World War battlefield, and
King George V’s Rolls Royce which accompanied him to
the Western Front was available to view.
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Attending to the wounded
Nurses and doctors played a huge part in the First
World War; ensuring troops were treated on and off the
battlefield, administering first aid to those who needed it
and providing comfort and company for those too sick to
travel.
The Oadby Remembers field hospital demonstrated how
doctors and nurses would have attended to wounds,
whilst St John Ambulance Service gave informative talks
on the first aid equipment used during the war.

Children of the era
Visitors could try out games that the children would have
played during the war. There was also a memory tree
which was adorned with handmade poppies and Victoria
Cross awards in memory of the fallen, with the thoughts
of people written on them if they wished.

The time capsule
In the centre of all of this was a time of Community
Reflection where readings and reflections were shared
on the sadness and impact of war then and now.
This was followed by the burying of a time capsule which
students of Manor High School helped to fill.

Remembering Oadby
The Oadby Remembers 1914-1918 project unveiled its
latest commemorative panels featuring the names of
local men who gave their lives, while a roll-of-honour ran
in the entrance lobby to the Centre.
Memoriabilia provided by local residents was put on
display and knowledgeable stall holders shared a host of
information and experiences with visitors.
During the day the meeting room transformed into a
place of learning where speakers delivered talks on
many subjects including the effect of the Battle of the
Somme on Oadby, animals in the war and the war
through the eyes of a school boy.

Brocks Hill
Country Park & Centre

CommunityNews
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Christmas
Family Craft Fair
Saturday 19 November

Fantastic local craft and charity stalls.
Crafts available for children to have a go.

Visit Father Christmas
10:30am to 3:30pm
Free entry and parking

Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council
Washbrook Lane, Oadby, LEICESTER, LE2 5JJ Telephone: Leicester (0116) 257 2888
www.brocks-hill.co.uk
Email: informationofficer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BrocksHillCountryPark

14

CommunityNews

October Half-term Activities at Brocks Hill
Country Park and Centre
Monday
17 October

Tuesday
18 October

The Big Draw
Join Mandeep
Dahlia from Art
Tracks in the Big
Draw.
Creating
imaginative
freestyle shapes,
patterns and
beasties to
replicate those
found in nature
using a variety of
skills and
techniques. Some
to be left behind
and some to be
taken away.

Spider-in-a-web
Find out how spiders
make a web. Then,
using a willow hoop
and string, create a
web and a spider to
sit in it.

Times: 11:15am to
12:15pm, 1:30pm
to 2:30pm
Cost: £4 per child
Suitable for
children of all ages.

Times: 10:20am to
11:20am, 12:30pm
to 1:30pm
Cost: £4 per child
For 5 years and over.
Suitable for children
of all ages but under
5’s will need a lot of
assistance.

Wednesday
19 October
Owl Costume: Wings and
feather mask
Make you own wings and
feathered mask to turn into
an owl for Halloween.
Times: 10:20am to
11:20am, or 12:30pm to
1:30pm.
Cost: £4 per child
Suitable for children of all
ages but under 4’s will need
a lot of assistance.
Potions & Lotions
Using essential oils and
natural ingredients, concoct
your own unique potions
and lotions.

Thursday
20 October

Friday
21 October

Brilliant Bats
Real bats are not
scary blood sucking
creatures but
amazing mammals.
Find out all about
them and make a
model to take home.

Mini Professors
Join Tracey Hewitt as
she brings science to
life.

Times: 10:20am to
11:20am, or
12:30pm to 1:30 pm

Cost: £4 per child

Cost: £4 per child

Saturday
22 October
Craft activities
available to
purchase at
reception.

Sunday
23 October
Craft activities
available to
purchase at
reception.

Times: 10.30am to
11.15am, or 11.30am
to 12.15pm

Suitable for children
aged 2 to 5 years.

Suitable for children
of all ages but under
5’s will need a lot of
assistance

Time: 3:00pm to 4:00pm
Cost: £4
Suitable for children aged 10
or over.

Booking Details for Events
Unless otherwise stated, all events must be booked in advance through Brocks Hill Centre. Payment can be made by
card, cash or cheque. Children must be accompanied by an adult throughout the session, unless otherwise stated.
Sorry, no refunds can be given.
To book or for more information please telephone Leicester (0116) 257 2888, email informationofficer@oadbywigston.gov.uk or visit our website www.brockshill.co.uk.
Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ.

New Permanent Orienteering Courses Pack on
Sale Now!
The Leicestershire Orienteering Club has worked with Brocks Hill Country Park to create an updated and redesigned
range of permanent orienteering courses.
Orienteering is often referred to as an ‘athletic treasure hunt’. It is a sport which uses navigation, map and compass
reading skills to locate markers described on an instruction sheet and specially prepared map.
Leicestershire Orienteering Club has designed courses with three degrees of difficulty – easy, medium and hard. The
courses are designed progressively with the hardest course requiring you to make more decisions regarding route
choice. Of course if you wish you may organise your own route and visit as many markers as you like.
Orienteering can be done alone, in groups or as competing teams, and is suitable for all ages
and abilities. This new range gives you the opportunity to explore the park, discover more
about the environment around you and keep fit whilst enjoying a challenge.
To find out more or to pick up an orienteering pack for just £1.50, go to the reception at
Brocks Hill Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ.
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Fun-day to Celebrate Queen’s 90th Birthday
Parklands Leisure Centre, in partnership with Oadby and
Wigston Council, celebrated the Monarch’s 90th birthday
in June with a charity fun-day packed full of events and
activities for local residents and visitors.
  
More than 350 guests attended the celebratory event
where all activities were charged at 90p, a penny for every
year of the Queen’s life. Entertainment included: face
painting, bouncy castles, arts and crafts stalls, sports taster
opportunities, swimming sessions and demonstrations from
the RDC Cheerleaders and Leicester Karate Association.
Alongside Wigston Pool and Fitness Centre, Parklands
raised more than £300 for the Anthony Nolan charity, which
works to saves the lives of people with blood cancer and
blood disorders.
James Naylor, Everyone Active’s General Manager at Parklands, said:

“We had a fantastic time hosting this event in honour of the Queen’s birthday. An
active lifestyle can lead to longer, healthier lives, so I think this fun-day was a fitting
way to celebrate this milestone.
“The day offered a great opportunity for families to enjoy the facilities on offer here at
Parklands while raising money for a fantastic cause.”
Anisha Patel, a resident of Oadby, commented:

“It was great to be able to try lots of activities with my whole family. We all had a lot
of fun and a great afternoon.”

CALLING ON ALL
SPORT/PHYSICAL ACTIVITY PROVIDERS
Help us to help you!
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council would like your feedback on
how they can offer your club or group support, as well as what
type of assistance you think would beneﬁt you most.
The Council also want to check that the details they have for your
club or group are up to date within their Directory. The database
enables them to promote sport clubs and physical activity groups
within the Borough.
Visit http://www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk/sportphysicalactivityproviders to complete the questionnaire. This should take
no longer than 5 minutes of your time and this information will
allow the Council to understand what support you require.
Please return the complete and signed information sheet and
questionnaire to megan.whittingham@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or
post to: Megan Whittingham, Sports Development Assistant,
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Station Road, Wigston,
Leicestershire, LE18 2DR
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Who Will Get Your Vote?
It’s your chance to nominate your local
sport and physical activity heroes
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council; Everyone Active; and the local sport alliance
‘Active Oadby & Wigston’, are once again hosting the prestigious Oadby and Wigston
Awards Evening on Wednesday 23 November at Parklands Leisure Centre , Oadby.
The doors will open at 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start.
The search is on to find the Borough’s talented sportsmen and women, inspirational
volunteers, coaches and physical activity participants. Below is the full list of
categories for you to choose from.

Sportsman / Sportswoman of the Year
Junior Sportsman / Sportswoman of the Year
Disabled Sportsman / Sportswoman of the Year
Physical Activity Participation Award
Adult Coach / Instructor of the Year
Junior Leader/ Coach / Instructor of the Year
Adult Team / Club / Group of the Year
Junior Team / Club / Group of the Year
Unsung Hero Award

Outstanding Contribution to school sport , community sport or physical activity

Know a worthy winner?

Submit your nominations by Monday 3 October 2016 via http://www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk/sportsawards2016

HAVE YOU BEEN INSPIRED BY
RIO THIS SUMMER?
Give it a Go!

It’s been a fantastic summer for Team GB in Brazil and many
people have been inspired to try a new sport or go back to
something they used to do. So if you are one of those people
why not check out our website, for information on a whole range
of local opportunities for any age.
Please visit www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk and click on the
Sport and Physical Activities tab.

Health and Wellbeing

You will also ﬁnd a range of information on our website about
speciﬁc programmes aimed at improving your health for
conditions such as Diabetes, Weight Management,
Mental Health and Dementia.
Please visit our dedicated webpage for Health Professionals,
GP’s and local residents:
www.activeoadbywigston.org.uk/health
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Girls “Fun to Be Fit” Club
This autumn Parklands Leisure Centre, working in partnership with Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, are
launching an exciting new club for girls, ‘Fun to be Fit’.
‘Fun to be Fit’ is aimed at girls aged between 5 and 16 years and will feature fun and interactive sessions, including:
cheerleading, circuits, Clubbercise, Zumba, self-defence and many more.
Area Active Communities Manager for Everyone Active, Luke Parratt, said “This is an ideal opportunity for girls to come
along and participate in new activities, make friends and get fit whilst having fun.”
For more information or to book a place call Parklands on 0116 2720789 or email parklandsinfo@everyoneactive.com.

Holiday Activity Camp
Parklands Leisure Centre will be hosting its ever popular
Holiday Activity Camps throughout the October half
term holidays – with various activities including: sports
activities, arts and crafts, bouncy castle and lots more.
Children aged from 5 years to 14 years can be booked on
for the day or the week and prices start from just £12.50
per child. Lunch can also be provided at a cost. It is
highly recommended that you book in advance as there
are a limited number of spaces available.
The activity camp runs from Monday 17 October to
Friday 21 October. For more details please call Parklands
Reception on 0116 2720789.

New Children’s Parties at Parklands Leisure
Centre
Parklands Leisure Centre has a wide range of children’s party packages available for children of all ages.
The Events Manager for Everyone Active, Emma Freer, said “The party packages are a fabulous fun way for children to
enjoy their special occasion and for parents also, as our team help take the effort out of organising it”.

Sand Art parties – These parties allow your child’s inner artist to come out. With fabulous activities making pictures
from sand which they can then take away. Includes a small bouncy castle.
Bouncy Castle parties – Enjoy our new jungle themed bouncy castle with slide. These parties are proving very
popular with parents and children alike.

Sports parties – A party host is on hand to help organise the children and get them playing a variety of sports and
games throughout the session.

Swimming pool parties – Our Juggernaut inflatable has been increasingly popular. Children can race each other
down the big slide before splash landing into the pool.

For further details and session times please call 0116 2720789.
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Diabeaters
Do you have Type 2 Diabetes?
Would you like to manage it better whilst
improving your health?
If so, why not come along to our fun, low impact exercise and nutrition
classes, which are designed to build up your fitness and teach you
more about healthy food choices.
The classes run from September 12th to December 5th, 2016
£2.70 per session or £25 for all 12 sessions.
Mondays – 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm
Parklands Leisure Centre, Oadby, LE2 5QG
To book your place please contact Sara Davies
on 0777 595 0084

The Alzheimer’s Society is the leading UK support and research charity for people with dementia, their families and
carers. The Leicestershire and Rutland local branch provides a dementia support service, activity groups, memory cafes,
singing for the brain sessions, a befriending scheme, a side by side scheme and a group specifically aimed at those with
a diagnosis of early onset dementia. We also offer a programme for carers focussing on planning for the future.
The information and support offered to people with any form of dementia and their carers is unique to their personal
circumstances and if appropriate a home visit may be made by a dementia support worker to discuss what support is
required. We also offer a signposting service and can make referrals to other organisations on your behalf.
You can telephone our National Dementia helpline on 0300 2221122, if you require any information related to living with
dementia.
To use the support service you need to:
-

Live in Leicestershire or be cared for by someone who lives in Leicestershire
Have concerns about memory loss a diagnosis of dementia or care for someone with dementia
If you are a person with dementia, living in your own home or the home of your carer
Be an adult over 18 years

To get in touch with the Leicestershire and Rutland branch to find out more please call 0116 231 6921. We are open
Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm.
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Community Fund
Get funding for local projects or help
decide how funding is spent
Do you Iflive
of map
the map
below?
You decide
can decide
youwithin
live inthe
theorange
orangesections
bit of the
below,
you can
how how
the the
Community Fund is spent in South Wigston and Eyres Monsell.

Community Fund is spent in South Wigston and Eyres Monsell.

Previously supported projects include:
 STEP OUT Youth Group
 Jasmine Court Social Group
 St Thomas Church Music Club
 South Wigston Community Newsletter
 Christmas Meal for the Elderly
 Phoenix Therapies
 Nordic Walking Group for women
 Community Garden at Parklands Primary School

We are also supporting the South Wigston
Working Group, Greenspace and
Environment Group, Incredible Edible
Oadby and Wigston, and Friendly Get
Togethers, among other things.
Please give Jessie a ring to get involved in
any of these projects on 07739447968.

th

6pm, Wed 28 Sept ‘16
6pm,
Wednesday
Methodist
Church
(Blaby
next to Jhoots Pharmacy)
28 Rd,
September
2016
For an application
form for funding
local projects,
Methodist
Church
email j.cooke@tcv.org.uk or phone 07739447968
(Blaby Rd,(DEADLINE
next to Fri
Jhoots
Pharmacy)
9th Sept)

TCV’s Local People’s Programme is funded by People’s Health Trust using money raised by HealthBelief.
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STEP OUT! Youth Group Opens in
South Wigston
Local volunteers have come together to run a brand new youth group, STEP OUT!, in South Wigston, after a survey
revealed 90% of residents wanted more for children and teenagers, or were concerned about anti‐social behaviour.
In July, STEP OUT! were successful in applying for a £8k grant from the Local People Programme community fund .
Local residents decided to develop a 6 month trial youth programme, including a regular youth group which will run for
8-16 year olds at St Thomas Church on Blaby Road on Monday and Tuesday evenings (times and details to be released
soon), which is due to start at the end of September 2016.
To find out more about the STEP OUT! Youth Group, please visit the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
stepoutsouthwigston or email stepoutsouthwigston@gmail.com.

“The STEP OUT! Group have gone from strength to strength since we first started
meeting in October, 2015. They are an absolutely fantastic group with so much local
support, both from the community and local agencies. I have complete confidence in
them developing a really successful and sustainable group.
Nearly all residents I have spoken to have asked for more provision for children and it is
residents that have been in control of the decisions every step of the way to make STEP
OUT! come to life. Their amazing attendance numbers are evidence of how much of a
need there is in South Wigston for an open access youth service.” Jessie Cooke, TCV
STEP OUT! is just one of several projects funded or developed with the support of the TCV Local People Programme
with funds raised by HealthBelief. Other projects include the South Wigston Greenspace Group, Friendly Get Togethers,
the Jasmine Court Social Group, Community Garden project at Parklands Primary School, and Christmas meals for
elderly residents, among others.
To find out more about these groups contact Jessie Cooke on j.cooke@tcv.org.uk or 07739447968.
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Festive Lights Switch on Events
The Borough’s Festive Light Switch on events bring friends and families together to mark the beginning of the season’s
festivities.
3 separate switch on events take place in the 3 town centres:
Oadby Festive Lights switch on will be on Saturday 12 November along the Oadby Parade with stalls, rides, food and
drink, entertainment, choirs, Santas Grotto and much more. The event is open from 2pm until 8pm, with the light switch
on at 5pm.
Wigston Festive Lights switch on will take place along Bell Street on Saturday 26 November. Here you’ll find a funfair,
food and drink, and a special visit from Father Christmas. The time is not yet confirmed but details will be available on
the Oadby & Wigston Borough Council website closer later to the date.
South Wigston Festive Lights switch on will take place, on Saturday 3 December, along Blaby Road with: stalls, street
entertainment, late night shopping, fun fair, Santas grotto and much more. The event will be open from 3pm until 8pm,
with Olaf from Frozen switching on the lights at 5:30pm.

3.00pm
till
8.00pm

LOTS TO DO...

Light Switch On
with

Olaf from Frozen
5.30pm

FREE
PARKING

Come
and see
Santa in
his grotto

Fireman Sam with Fire
Meet Frozen Characters
Meet Beauty & The Beast
Archery
Hand Bells
Youth Group
Face Painter
Tombola
Brass Band
Gospel Choir
Craft & Gifts
Transformers
Fun Fair
Animal Encounters
Owl Display
Street Entertainers
Santa Grotto
Charity Stalls
Refreshments
Late Night Shopping
Food Stalls
Birds of Prey
and lots more...

©LW

For more details about any of these events, please visit our website at www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk.
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Pride of the Borough
The summer is a busy time for gardeners and a busy time for the Pride of the Borough
as they judge their Floral Display Competitions and work alongside Oadby & Wigston
Borough Council for East Midlands in Bloom. But the work does not stop there as Pride
of the Borough are already planning events and activities for the Autumn and into next
year. Read below for the latest news and to find out how you can get involved.

		

East Midlands in Bloom 2016
This year the judges visited Oadby & Wigston in early July, taking a tour of all three town centres, visiting wonderful
front gardens, a school, allotments and parks, meeting volunteers and council staff along the way.
The judges had a most enjoyable visit and commented on the enthusiasm of everyone they met. The results will be
announced at the regional awards ceremony on 14 September.
Every year Pride of the Borough produce a portfolio to show the judges what hard work has been done over the past
12 months. Copies of this year’s portfolio are available to view in Oadby & Wigston libraries and on the Pride of the
Borough website.

		

Pride of the Borough Floral Competitions
The aim of the Pride of the Borough Floral Competitions is to
improve the local area and give everyone something to ‘Take
Pride’ in.
There are 6 main categories, for which the winners are:

Best Front Garden: Evelyn Brooker of Wigston
Best Container: Meg Hall of Wigston
Best Young Persons Container: Theo Jaman
Most Unusual Container: Jean Robinson of South Wigston
Most Environmentally Friendly Front Garden:
Maureen Waugh of Wigston.
Best School Garden: South Wigston Academy
Best Business Floral Display: The Elms Social Club,
Launceston Road, Wigston.

Congratulations to the winners and entrants who have all helped to
provide the Borough with some beautiful floral displays. Not only
do these displays lift the spirit of local residents but they also help
to nurture birds, bees, butterflies and other pollinating insects.
The winners of this year’s popular competition will be collecting
their awards at a ceremony in September.

Bulb Planting Project 2016/17
Since 2014, Pride of the Borough has planted over 20,000 spring bulbs in the Borough of Oadby and Wigston with the
help of local groups and individual volunteers.
This Autumn they will once again be arranging for more bulbs to be planted. Do you know of any grass areas which
would benefit from brightening up with spring flowers? Get in touch to suggest a location or to get involved with the
planting.
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
Join us on one of our Monthly Task Force work mornings
WHEN: The 3rd Saturday of the month, from 10am to 12pm.
WHERE: Venue to be conﬁrmed each month (we welcome suggestions).
WHAT WILL I BE DOING: This depends on the agreed task; it could be anything
from litter picking or helping to tidy up an overgrown area to bulb planting.
HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE: Details will be made available on the Pride of the
Borough website and Facebook page. Alternatively you can contact Pride of the
Borough using the details below.

Tea, coffee and biscuits supplied!
Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre, Washbrook Lane,
Oadby, Leicester, LE2 5JJ
Email: potb.oadbywigston@gmail.com
Web: www.prideoftheborough.org
Tel: 07874228491

Pride of the Borough Membership and Loyalty Card
At the end of July there were 563 members who were all taking advantage of large discounts at 37 different businesses,
including:
-

25% of the total bill when dining at Grange Farm
2 for 1 at Cheikhos and Cuisine of India
20% off food all week at Cafe Asia
15% off at the Ramada hotel and Henry Smith & Hamylton Ltd
10% of at Ken Bailey at Wistow.

There are discounts for cafes, DIY shops, clothing, flooring, fireplaces, mobility, pet supplies, florists, electrical goods,
cosmetics and a card shop. Restrictions may apply to all offers.
The 2016 card is still available. Pick up a leaflet showing all offers and purchase the card for £5 from the Council service
desk in Oadby Library, the Council Customer Services desk in Bell Street or the Brocks Hill Visitor Centre.
The 2017 card will be available for £5 from Thursday December 1, where it can then be used immediately. Several people
purchased the card last year as a Christmas Gift.

Pride of the Borough 2016 Membership Application Form (please fill in CAPITAL letters)
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name

Surname

Address

Post Code

Telephone Number

Email
I enclose £5 membership fee signed
Cheques made payable to Pride of the Borough (Oadby & Wigston)
Please send your completed form with payment to:
PotB Membership, Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby,
Leicester, LE2 5JJ
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